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2A Lihowh I 2in ſb akeh up 
>. with the glory of this happy 
© World, thac I have hardly 
TSS2R 2 chought to caſt back ro: 

« . w-rds tat unbappy one ftom = 
"Ghetice 1 cane: -yerin the full enjoytnent _ 
''* of my God in whom [ ſceall things, being 
| thade acquainted with choſe apprehenſt* 
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ons, the perſons I lefc behind me have of ph 
the late providence that ſurprized me and atr 
finding that all that pitry 1s beſtowed up- en: 
on me who am now as far above pitty as [ if 
am above miſery, which our God his An- An 
gells and we the Souls made perfect know by 
15 more due tothole poor Souls rhemſelves, th: 
who ſtill dwell with fin and miſery: in aſt 
love to thoſe perſons and things that make Ve! 
up the lower Vorld, (tor as our God is lor 
love,fo we that are here with him do dwell all 
in love) and as a return of thar kindneſs ro 
they have for me, (for we have here not. _ val 
only a joy for any thing poor Mortalls do i aw 
forcheir own good, bur a pleaſure likes \' Bo 
wil: ariſing from for that reſp«& and ho- Wl 
nour they have for us) I muſt needrs (now * w 
I am beyond the infirmiries of my Sex as © 
an Angell) acquaint that Court whereof *b 
I was once a part withthole ſad and peri- ** © 
ous refleQions which few men have below © x] 
beſides them that live by faith rhe evidence cl 
of rhings noc ſeen, --and taſt the Power *Z 
of the World to come ; and fewer dare al 
pl:1aly, and honeftly repreſent ſave only *© 
they who look nor atthe chings which are * * *2 
feenwhich are Temporal,bur at che things  *Þ 
whichare not ſeen which are eternal :---1 *b 
know indeed you haie Loſes and the Pro- "© 
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phers their holy Sermons, their great ex- 
amples, their ſtri&'/precepts, their ample 
encouragements and fevere warnings ; and 
if you are not convinced by chetr evidence 
and power, if you are not wrought upon 
by their holy perſwafion, nor altered by 


.that word that is mighry through Faith, 


and effeual in thoſe that believe nor 0- 
vercome by that holy Spiric that goeth a- 
long with their holy words and theſe are 
all the ſacred meanes thar heaven affords 
to prepare your immortal foul ſor it, in 


. vainedoTrife from the dead : ---yet let mc 


awake thoſe ſerious thoughts your hcly 
Bookes and Sermons poſſeſſed your Soules 
wich, *and fir yp your pure minds by 

* way 'of remembrance; rhat ye may be 

<mindfull of the words which were ſpoken 
© before by the holy Prophets, ard of rhe 
*commandement of us the Apoſtles of 
*rhe Lord and Saviour : knowing this firſt 
* char there ſhall come in the Jaſt daycs 
© Scoffers walking afrer their own Iuſts 
© and ſaying where is the promiſe of bis 
© Coming : ? for ſince the Fathers fell afleep 

© all rhivgs continue as they were from the 
© beginning of che Crearion, z bur beloved 
* be not igtorant of this one thing that 
© one day is with the Lord as a thouſznd 
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| (4) 
<-nd a thouſand yeares as one day ; the 
© Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe 
£ 25 ſomie men count ſlackneſs, but is long 
* ſuffering ro us ward, not willing thar 
* any ſhould periſh bur rhat all ſhonld 
* come to repentance z bur che day of rhe 
© Lord will come as a theif in the night, 
* in the which the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
F with great noiſe, and the Element ſhall 
$ me1t with fervent hear, and the E uth al- 
©, and the workes rhar are therein ſhall 
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© be burned up += ſeeirg then that all cheſe 


© rhings ſhall be diſſolved, what manner 


£ of perſons oughc ye to be in all holy 
£ converſation and godlineſs, lookirg for | 


F and haſting unto rhe --coming of rhe day 
© of God: and ſeeing you muſt look for 
©{uch 1hings, how diligent ovghr ye to be 
*that ye may be found of him in peace 
* wighour ſpor, 2nd blameleſs. 

Alihough you live as if eicher this 
World ſhould never hare an erd, or as if 
che other World \hould never have a be- 


a 


ginnirg 3 Yet how I have taught vou by 


my {ad example that there is noching 


*more certain rhen chat you muſt leave 


Frhis World ; and ecthing more urcerr 


fratnrhenthe time when you muſt leave--- 


fvou fee that ofthe laſt day and laft hour 


\ know- 
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*knowerth no man; bur as the dayes of 
* Noah were to the World in general, fo 
*15 the coming of che Son of manro every 
* foul in particular; for as it the dayes 
_tharwere before the Floud they were ea» 
-£30p, and drinking, marrying and giving 
*in marrizpe untill the day that Noah en- 
F cred intorhe Arke, and knew tor till the 
©Flood came and took them all away ; fo 
* ſhall alſo rhe coming of the Son of man 
*be: rhen may there berwo in a houſ*, 
* che one taken and the other lefr ; evo 
© Ladiesin a Court,theone taken the other 
* left : Indeed thus many of you are wil- 
*lingly 1gnorant of that by the Word of 
*f0d the Heavens were of old, and the 
* Earth ſtanding our of che Watcr and 1n 
©the VWarer, whereby the VWorld that 
© chen was being overflowed with Water, 

© periſhed, bur the Heavens 3nJ the Earth 

© which are now by the fame word are 
* Kept In ſtore, reſerved vnro fire againſt 
*the aay of Judgement and perdition of 

* ungodly men :--- Oh thar vou were wile ! 

© Oh char you would conſider your later 
*end! Oh rhar you ſaw as clearly whar 
we are,as we ſee whar you ſhall be ;+--bur 
you put far from you the evil day, vou arc 
yr caſe in Lion, you lay upon Reds of 


TT "TT 
5 fvory, 
s . 


(6) 
lyory, and firech your ſelves upon your 
Conches, and-eat rhe Lambs our of the 
Fleck, and the Calves ouc of the Stall, 
you chant to the ſound of the Viol, and 
inv2nt your ſelves Inſtruments of Mttſick 
like David; ad drink Vine in Bowles 
and annoint your ſelves wich the cheif 
Oyntment,---buc alas ! you are not orie- 
ved for the aflition of 7efeph, you ſce 
ſome of yon dropping ro ereriity on the 
ore hand, and orkers encring to cheire- 
verlaſting ſtate on the other, and rhis is the 
ed of all rhe living, but you will cor lay i: 
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thereiore cnjoy pleaſure, and behold now 
this is alfo vanity; I fay now (and fo all 
che Argells and Saincs round abour me) 
it .laughcer it is mad, and of mirch whar 


fclf ro Jawfull pleaſure, (ver acquainting 
mine bearc with wiſdome) and to lay hold 
onfolly, till I mighe fee whar was that 
good for the Sons of men, which rhey 
ſhould do under the Heavens all rhe daves 


I builded me Houſes, I planted me Varner 
yard, I made me Gardens and Orchards, 
arg | planted Trees in them of 511 kind of 

| | Eu, 


10 heart; indeed I {atd in mine heart as you 
do, goto.now I will proverhee with mirth, » 


doeth ir * I foughr in my heart '7>. g1ve my = 


of rheir lives, I made me Irear Works, ' > 
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Fruits, I made me Pooles of Water, [ 
got me ſervants and maidens, and had ſer- 
vants born in my houſe, alſo I had great 
Poſſcffions of all chings ; I gat me men- 
Singers and women Gingers, & ine delights 
of che Sons of men ; - as Muſical inſtru- 
ments, and rhat of all forts; alfo my 
wildome remaltued with wes and whart- 
{>ever mine eye deſired I kept not from 
chem, I wichheld rot mine cart from any 
joy,for my bhearc rcjoyced in :11 my labour, 
and rhis was my porcion of all my labour; 
but behold now I look on all che workes 
which mine hands have wrought, and on 
the labour which I hve labovred to do ; 
and behold all is vanity and vexaticn of 
ſpirit, and rhere is no profit under the 
Sun : Indecd1 thought 2s you, 1 mighr 
rejoyce inthe dayes of my Youth, and Tet 
mine heart chear me in rhe dayes of my 
vanity, and rhat I might walk in rhe wayes 
of my heart and in the ſight of mine eyes, 
and to remove ſorrow from my heart, ad 
evil from my fleſh ; (for Childhood and 
Youth are vanity, bur alas ! new for all 
rheſe things God hath brought me ro 
judgement ; ;---) crulyche :1ghr 15 fo reet,and 
a pleaſanc thing it is to behold the Sun - 
bur if one live many yeares, and rejoyce 
* 


OR V ITT TY Y_ ISO ICOTY CO —ERT ” 
a! > q mt—<-—o Hs 
woY. > 


(83) 
in chem all > yet let him remember the 
dayesof darkneſs,for they (hall be many--- 
alas! all that cometh is vanity,---my life 
was once as hopefull as yours, my blood as 
young, my thoughs as unconcerned 1n this 
{ad ſubje& z my bluſh as freſh, my joynes 
as nimble, my felt as healthy as any of 
you,---bur alas ! in rhe cutting off of my 
dayes, I 2m gone down unawares co rhe 
pares of the Grave ; I amdeprived of the 
reſidue of my yeares; I ſaid I ſhall nor 
ſee rhe Lordeven the Lord in the Land of 
che living z 1 ſhall behold man no more 
with che [ohabitants of che World : at 
Golgotha axe the Scylls of young and old,-- 
in the grave and inthe landof forgetfulneſs 
ſee thoſe that have had no other buſirefs 
in the World byr to be bpra that they 


- might be able ro die ;---others that have 


taken one Or two vaine rurnes and ſuddenly 
given place ro others z here are they that 
mer with death in.the higheſt pleaſures of 
thetr life, they rhat went to their Beds 
well yer never co rife agajn untjll che laſt 
day ;---O ye that are born of VVomen 
you have bur a ſhort time to live $ you 
come up itideed full of hope and expeRa- 
MO, 21d you are cyt down like a flowre, 
JON lice as ir were 2 ſhadow and never 
| | TY cane 


9 

continue in one ſtay ; in the midſt of life 
you are indeath, your Vine c::tlames you 
10a Feavor and you ate conſumed, your 
Table is your {nare,and you are couriſhed 
for the Grave, the aire which is your life 
may conveighthe cloſe contagion of death, 
if you abſtaine you pine away, yet it you 
allow your ſelf a freedome you ſurfer, 
chere may be death in every rhing you ſee, 
and every thing you do enjoy may let ont 
your ſoul inro another ; alas I did but hear 
a few unhappy words that had no harme in 
them, bur rhe expence of rime in telling 

nd let them to my heart and dyed,---fo 
Falls thing 1s nacure,-—alas you walk In 
vaine ſhadow, verily cvery one Itving in 
the beſt cſtare is altogether vayity, and 
you know though you conſider it ror, 
(and irs 1nconfiderarion that undocth the 
World,) that there is a preat o1biter of 
*all things, that cat thurder the proud 
©Emperour under his bed, and write the 
*grear Kirg ar three or four words into 
*©rrembling, that can ſend a fly to ſeich 
© che triple Crown before his tribunal ; 
© and make an hair orthe kernel of a rayſ{cr 
"0 immortal 2s Gol:iabs {pear . chat can 
* unipeak the whole World to tothing ; 
* and blow down a great buble with an esfte 
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threafh ; that by drawing one nayte can 
6 throw down che ſtatelicſt butlding, and 
© tndrefſs your ſoules by urpiBing one pin; 
he turneth manto deftruction, agatne he 
« \4ith returne ye Children of men, as ſoon 
c xx he ſcattereth them they are even as 
© :{lcep, and fade away ſuddenly ike the 
eoraſs, in the morning ir 1s green, and 
* oroweth up, but in the eventng 1t 15 cut 
£ down, dried vp and withered ; for we 
© conſume away in his diſpleaſure, and are 
© afraid at his wrathfull indignation : but 
f alas ! who regardeth the power of his 
© 2yger ? for thereafter as a man fearerh ſo 
©is his diſpleaſure z Ab poor foules how 
you play and pleaſe your felves vpon the 
very brink of Ecernity, and at the door 
of the Grave, when there are millions of 
accidents ready co wait upon you to.open 
the door and let you 1n,---do not dayes 
and nights come very rhick, are not your 
paſt yeares quickly gone, when you look 
back upon them are they nor a very little 
time ? are they not, as yeſterday when ir 
1s paſt ? andasa watch inthe nighr> and 
will not all the reſt be ſhortly roo, look 
on the Glaſs, ſee how it runs, look on your 
Watch how faſt it goeth ;---whar a ſhore 
moment 18 that between 3 ou and eternicy, 
what 
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what a ſtepis it from henceto everlzſting- 
neſs 2 while you dreſs, you play, you vi- 
fic, you Complement, your unchangable 
ſtate haſteth neer while you feaſt, revell, 
or allow your ſelves rhe more innocent 
pleaſures of nature, you are even entring 
vpou ir before you are---while your in- 
ward joy and content, your outward pomp 
and glory ratſe you, it may be in your own 
and 19 others thoughts beyond the com- 
mon ſtate of Morcals ; yer every ching 
round about you tell vou you muſt re- 
member you are men, 22d that you muſk 
die like men ard fall like one of, the Prin- 
ces; the Grave from beneath is moved 
for you to meet yon at your coming, 1t 
ſtirreth ypthe dead for you, even all the 
cheif ones of the carth, ic hath raiſed up 
from their Thrones all.che Kings of che 
Nations ; all they ſhall ſpeak, ard ſay un- 
ro you are you alſo, become weak as we > 
are.yon become like unto us, your pomp 
is broughc dewn co rhe Grave, and rte 
noyle of the Vyols, the VVorme 1s ſpread 
under you, and he Worme $ COVET YOu, 
and the poor pcople rhar have feen you 
in all your glory,and in amazed multitudes 
thronged round about you eney (hall cow 
fee, and ſhall narrowly ivok upon you and 
con{1Jer 
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confider you ſaying, are theſe the ſhining 
Beauties of the Courr, the Ornament of 
the place they lived in * was that negle- 
ed Skull, rhat head we ſee che other day 
plaited and curled, poudered and drefſfed, 
the eniploymerit of a Summer morning, 


© 


where arc now irs pendants, Jewels, and its : 


coſtly attire, whac > remaines chere no- 
thing of all thar glory bur Wormes, rot- 
renne(s, arid noyſome duſt 2 and is tt come 
ro paſs as it is wricten,thar inſtead of ſweet 
ſmell there ſhall be a ſtinck ; and inſtead 
of well ſet hair baldneſſe : what ſay rhey 
are thoſe two dark holes,thoſe rwo ſpark- 


ling eyes the ſear of love and pleaſure, is 


that dark face the ſear of the Roſe and 
Lilly, is that box of duſt chat pretty thing 


we loved,embraced and courred;---can you 


not look behind you and fee how yeſter- . 


day you were born, can you not look be- 
fore you and ſee how to morrow you muſt 
We ; --have you not ſo much foreſight as 
to foreſee that dying rinie when the face 
lookes pale, when the eye ſtrings crack, 
when the daughters of muſick are brought 
low, when defire ſhall fail,---when the 
heat flrings break, and your friends round 
you groan* and weep, and at laſt whiſper 
to themſelves he is dead, he ts dead ; do 

you 
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you not ſee that ſad ſolemnity,where with 
you are Carried tO your Grave by friends 
2s you have carried friends, and as others 
ſhall do with chem ;---do you uor ſee the 
Mourners going about the Screets, and 
your ſelves going to your long home,--- 
it 15 bur 2 few dayes till your friends ſhall 
lay you in the Grave, and orhers do che 
like for them : - you now ſhine brighr, 
you banſome bur frail Glaſſes, bur alas ! 
bow quickly are you broken, what s your 
life but a day by dying, whenevery minute 
you part after that liutle breath thar is in 
your noftrils,---you die becauſe you live 
by dying, and you fhall die not becauſe 
you are ſick bur becauſe you live.--- 

Sef. rt. Indecd when I was 1n that 0- 
ther World I ſaw many Bookes, heard 
many _ diſcourſes, & have been preſenr 
at navy folemn Sermons, bur fince | came 
up I have ſeen the concluſion of the whole 


matrer ; andtheſum is this, O maz refiet , 


upon thy ſelf, -remember thou art a man,--- 
cotr{1ider whence thon cameſt, confider 
whither chou goeſt:---O you whom great- 
nefs environ on all parts, whoſe erricories 
are large, and minds larger,ſee yonder one 
{mill under containes your 4/,---you 
whom Crownes adornes, and Swords 
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with Scepters guord, how many thouſand 


Crownes and Scepters do I now fee laid 
before the feer of him that fits upon rhe 
Throne, & before.che Lamb for evermore; 
while their undiftinguiſhed aſhes, and for- 
gotten reliques ſleep with you ri}1 time 
thall beno more,---& that Sacred M2j: {ty 
ro which I was once Subje&t, knowes that 
he walked over his dead Ariceſtors ro rake 
his Crown, as his Succeflors ſhall walk 
over his «it's an obvious meditation that 
of all their Terricortes there retnaines Fut 
one poor peice of ground to bury all the 
glory of a thouſapd yeares, how great > 
and'yer how deſpicable, how glorious yer 
how naked, how 'royal'yer how nothivg : 
Gods > yer Wormes-and no men, ſome 
of theſe men have not fo much as. a lirtle 


duſt remaining co ſhew that they were - 


men -*- -- | 
ltr yon have high and noble plea 


| a : . 
ſores, butlook vpon me and you will fee 


the pleaſures of fin are for a feaſon and 
nd more z what now # vour whole Court 
tome, what willichbe a few dayes henco? ro 
yOu,l 2m dead ro the VVorld.you ſhall be 
ſo, you rejoyce, and treat, ard pleaſe and 
are pleaſed, and I am uncor.cerned row, 
and you ſhall be ; thar life of ſerce-we 
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(159 
thought our higheſt.life is dead, and there 
remaines no more but rational folid, high: 
and ſpiritual delights,fuch as the Preachers 
ralked on, I know now no other joy Hu? 
thatin belicving that we laughed at ; that 
Kingdome of God wichin us, that is peace 
aud joy inthe holy Ghoſt ; rhete remaines 
no more of former pleaſure but a {a4 
thought {| ſhould be fo deceived, rhat man- 
kind ſhould live ſo much below themſelyes 
upon delights fo {*nſual, ſo carthy,fo baſe, 

{o poor, and fo diſþroportioned to the na- 
ture; and che wants of an immortal ſou!;-- 

' 'the life char I now live is not thar poor 
' life of nattire, my life is hid with Chrift 
1a God ;---and now I am awaked, I am fa: 
tisfied with Þ15 likeneſs in whoſe preſence 
there is fullneis of joy, 2nd at whoſe righr 
band there are pleafures for evermore :--+ 
ah lock on me, and abate your pleaſures, 
2ppcaſe your Iluſt-, lay aſide your vanity, 
looſe your hearts, negledt vour beanries, 
alas ! che Courrier and rhe Peaſai t, the 
oreat, the poor, ihe Honourable here 

_ where I 2am,miogle a common duſt,ard ce!! 
” all che World all aſhes are equal, bur rheir 
accounts not fo « remember that {ad hour 
whenyou as well as I ſhal fay rocorruption 
Thou arr my Paiter, and tothe YVormes; 

a) T hog 
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thon att my Mother and my Sifter.O ſad! _, : 
you are playing, and you are dying;---the * © 
| faſhion paſſeth aw2y and goeth by you to» _ ® 
y | wards nothing and anuihilation and you _ Þ 
7 rowards your eternity z3 tO day I call you . i 
n oreat,ſerene, ſacred, honourable,and what , * 
| not out of all rhe ſwelling Titles of ho-- Ty 
'' nour ; and zo morrow I call you Sceleten \, k 
'Y and duſt,---roday you are reverenced and , F 
ol feared round about you by thofe that to , ©! 
n morroew ſhall tread you under ground : YÞu 
8 1 did 1 ſay you «re > alas your former life « p 
= is paſt and irrecoverable ; that part that is « . 
gt: -  tocorne is in Gods hand, rot yer yours; ; re 
bj jt your age is nothing ro God, your age is ' , 0 
M1. nothing uno us thatare wich God before ' , _- 
\ Pat time was you were nothing here,---and in , H, 
P | time that ſhall fhorcly be you ſhall beno- < = 
H #4 thing.--- Among other Bookes my Cloſet . « :: 
b fl; » furni ithall Dr. Taylors ©. {2 
= bl was furniſhed withall,one was Dr. T aylors , lie 
Wk ; . 
$1 Book of holy Dying, out of whom I re- 7 
Wl fi commend to yon one ſad paſſage. vrea 
A | | *N7u5 the Aﬀfſyrian had an Ocein of, þ 
pos Mr "4 - ' ere 
& 5, Gold,and other riches morerhan rhe ſand "in 
+1 Hi , *inthe Caſpian Seazhe never ſaw the ſtars, _. 
Al *and perhaps he never deſired ir ; henever Dies) 
a If *ſtirredupche holy fice among the Magt, F do 
it c 5 - d 
\Þ! .or rouched his God with the ſacred rod ,, ou 
bk 3ccording to the Laws ; he never offer: p,, 1. 
or 


—_— 


{aet, 

] rod 

offers 
c 


C17 ) 
* ed ſacrifice, nor worſhipped the Deity; 
* nor adminiſtred juſtice, nor ſpake to his 
© people,nor twmbercd chem ; bur he was 
*moſt valiant co eat and drink, and having 
* mingled his VW ines he threw the reſt up- 
* on che ſtones : This man is dead : Be- 
* hold his Sepulchre, and now hear where 
*Ntz24s is, Sometimes I was N12, and 
*drew the breath of a living man, bur now 
* am nothing bur clay. I have vothing bur 
*what I did ear, and what I ſerved to my 
* ſelt in luſt [ that was and is all my por- 
*riOn : ] che wealth with which I was 
© eſteemed | bleſſed, my enemies meer- 


. © ing rogether ſhail bear away, as te mad 


© Thyades carry.a1aw Goat. I atn gone 19 
© Hel), and when I wenrc thicher, I nenther 
* carried Gold, ror Horſe,nor filver Cha- 


.* rtor. I that wore a Miter, am now a 


* litrle heap of duſt. 

Lord;zhow the Angels pitty your poor 
Freatneſle, how Saints made perfect . are 
here concerned to ſee thoſe poor rrift 2x; 
1immortall ſoules loſe themſelves; how I 


D am aſhamed I lived ro no higher 
jever } 


pleaſures chen a Beaſt; I lived, 1 ezt; 
I drank, I faw, heard, and ſmelt, felt, atid 
taſted as they do, and as they dyed; when I 


1 had the reaſon of God, the natnre of An- 


B 2 pets; 


C128 5 , 
oels, rhe principles of Heaven, what great 
a changedo 1 ſee below ! I heard nothing 
bur, Come let's be merry and rejoyce our 
fouls in frolick and in {reſh delzghts 9 Ler's 
«rue cur pamper'd hearts a pt:ch beyond 
the reach of dull-brow'd ſorrow : Let's 
paſſe rhe ſlow-pac'd rime in melancholy- 
charming 922th, and take rhe advantage 
of our youthful daies + Ler's baniſh carero 
the dead Sea of Phlegmatick old age : Ler 
a deep ſi;h be high Treaſon,and ler a ſolemn 
look be adjudg'd a Crime roo great for 
Pardon, My ferious ſtudres (hall be to 


draw mirth into a body,to analyſe laughter, 


and ro paraphraſe vpon che varionys Text 
of all delzght, My recreatzons ſhall be tc 
ſtill Pleaſure imo 2 quinteſſence, to re 
duce Beautre to her firlt principles, and © 


xrraQ a perfe& 7220cence from rhe milk. 


white Doves of Yezus, Why ſhould. 
ſpend my precious minutes in the ſullc 
ana dejzeed ſhades of ſadneſs 2 or ravt 
out my ſhort-livd dayes in folemn a! 
hearc breaking Care? Houtes have Eagl 


wings, and when their bafty flight fv... 


put a period to our numbred days, l 
World is gone with us, and «11 our if 
gorren Joyes are left to be enjoyed by! 
fucceedirg Generations,and we are 12! 

' 


(19) SE 
we know not how, we know not whether, 
and wrapt in the dark boſome of eternal 
nighr. Come then,my foul,be wiſe, make 
ule of the Time preſents that which is 
goue is paſt recalling, loſt, and not to bez 
redeem'd, Eat thy Bread wich a merry 
hearr, ard gulp down care in frelzc& cups 
of liberal Wine. Beguile rhe tedious 
nighes wich dallzarce, 2nd Reep thy ſtupid 
fenſes in unions, in delighrfal ſports ; 
Tis all the portion thac this tranſitory 
World can give thee. Let Muſick, Voice:r, 
Mafſques, midnight Revels, and all thac 


- melancholy wiſdome cenſures v4:2,be rhy 


delights, and ler thy care-abjuring ſoul 
chear up and ſweeter the ſhort daies of thy 
conſuming youth, Follow rhe wazes of rhy 
own beart, and take rhe freedome of r!;y 
ſweer deſires, Leave ro elzght untryed, 


-, and ſpare no coſt co heighten vp rhv «ſts. 


Take pleaſure in the chozce of pleaſures,and 
pleaſe rhy curious eyes with all Varr-rzes, 
co ſatisfie thy ſoul in all chings which chy 
heart deſtres, I, bur my foul, whenttofe 
evil dates ſhall come wherein thy waft:zg 


 . pleaſures ſhall preſent their tems to thy 
_ 6ed-r1d w1ep, when all d:{eaſes and the evzls 


of age ſhall muſter up their Forces in thy 
craſy bones, where be thy comforts then s 
| B 2 Here 
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© Here they ſay, Come letus contem-' 
* plate and enjoy che divine nature, and 
5 kc.ow that being to know whom 1s eternal 


F life,---bid farewell ro your fins, your | 


* pleaſure, your lower nature, and enjoy- 
* ments, farewell our hope, our fear, our 
F faith ;---come encircle your ſelf in this 
© eternity, come, come and live, ard ever 
F live, and praiſe your good, and ever ever 
* praiſe ; come ſay they,forger thy former 
© life, that dream and dotage, think nor, 
* look nor,ſpeak not,as an caribly VVorme 
F now thou: art in Heaven ; {ceft thou yor- 


© derrheglorious company of the Apoſtles, 
* the goodly fellowſhip of the Prophers, | 


© the noble. Army of Martyrs, the holy 
* Church throughout the Vorld :---how 
pnre are all cheir choughts, tow high their 


 contemplations, how heavenly rheir de- 


uphts z come ſay they, for this thou art 
borng---ftir up all the powers of the ſoul 
aboue the ordinary rate of nature, and cn- 
joy a God; come hirher O ſerions and 
holy mind, enjoy the ſweet pleaſure that 
is between an underſtanding and an eternal 


ruth ; ir's good to be here, thou kneweſt . . 


in parc; but now when that which is per» 
fe& is come,rhat which is in parr muſt be 
206 Wayy*-rhou ſaweſt chrough a Glaſs 
CR, Ex darkly, 
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darkly,now ice face ro face ; --thou knew- 
eft buc 1n part; now know even as thon art 
known, draw neer ſay my fellow, —inha- 
birants of glory,bring hither thy trongeſt 
love and fatisfie it in his boſome who ts 
love, — bring hirher rhy joy ro be filled 


, wich joy unſpeakable and full of glory ; 


here ſay they, 1s that pleaſure which eye 
never ſaw, ear never heard, it never enired 
into che heart of man to conceive,—re- 
joyce in the Lord, (ſay they) and agaire 
they {ay rejoyce, —atid if the firſt Glance, 
VC 0 | 
When firſt thy;ſweet and gracions eye 
Vonchſat'd ev'n in the midſt of youth and night 
To look upon me, who before did lie 
Welcring 1 fn : 
I felt aſugred ſtrange delight, 
Paſling all Cordials made by. any art, 
Bedew, embalm, and overrun my heart, 
| And take it in... 
Since that time many a bitter ftornz 
My ſoul hath felt, ev*n able to deſtroy, 
Had the malicious and il|-meaning harm 
His ſwing and (way : 
Bur ſtill thy ſweet original Joy 
Sprung from thine eye,did work within my ſon). 
And ſurging griefs,when they grew bold,control 
| And got the day. 
If thy firſt Glance ſo powerful be, 
A mirth but apen'd, andfeaPd up again; 
Whar wonders ſhall we feel, when we ſhall fee 
| B 4 Py 
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( 22 ) 
Thy full-ey'd love ! 
When thou ſhalt look us out of pain, 
And one aſpe& of thine ſpend in delight 
More then a thouſand Suns disburſe1n light 
ELOL In heav*nabove ! 
ab; Sirs—l pity your higbeft pleaſures, 
Falſe glozing pleaſures, casks of happinels, 


Fooliſhnight-fires, womens 8&childrens wiſhes, / 


Chaſes in Arras, gilded emptineſs, 
Shadowes well mounted, dreames in career, 
Embroider*d lyes, nothing betwe*n two diſhes, 

© Theſearethepleaſureshere. 

True earneſt ſorrow, rooted miſeries, 

Anguiſh in grain, vexations ripe and blown, 

Sure-footed griefs, ſolid calamities, 

Plain demonſtrations, evident and clear, 


Fetchingtheir proofsev*nfrom the very bone,. 


Theſe are the ſorrows here. 
But Oh the folly of diſtrafted men, 
Who griefs in earneſt, joyes in jeſt poriue; 
Preferring, like brute beaſts, a loathſome den 
Before a Court, ev*n that above ſo clear, 
Where arenoſorrows,but delights more true 
| Thenmiſeries are here ! 

2. Se, Some of you have rhovught 
you rmighr cat and drink, and ro morrow 
you might die; and thar afrer dearh was 
norhing, and that death ir (elf is nothing, 
and fo the chonghrs of death heighten your 
exceſſes, break the Beds;rhink you, drink 
your Wine,Crown your heads with Roſes, 
add belmeare your curled Lockes with 
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Nard ;,—there its nothing (yon ſay) ber- 
ret for a man then that he ſhould ear and 
drink, and that he ſhould make his foul! 
enjov good in his labour, for thar 1s his 
por: ivnz for who ſhall bring him to ſee 
that which ſhall be afcer him 2 alas row I 
{ce wha ſhall be after us; I do ſurvive my 
ſelf, and behold that eterniry I could 
ſcarcely believe, —1.ow 1 ſee that ever- 
laſting ſtate that depends on this ſhort 
moment,—this inſtarit (Stirs) I know 
ſhall never return again ; © And yet ro 
* doubr this inftant may declare or ſecure 
© rhe fortune of a whole eternity ; © Life 
© you ſee is ſhort, beaurv is deceirfull, the 
© World is periſhing, pleaſure 2nd plenty 
© are uncertain,dearh is the pet iod of all;--= 
you ſee (Sirs) you have no continuing city 
here,you muſt look for one to come,whoſe 
Walls and foundation is God, where yon 


maiv reſt, or elſe be reſtleſs for ever ! 

Iz breife, I ſee you muſt 
Acquat your ſelves like men. 

Look, not on pleaſures as they come,vit go : 
Deferre not the leaſt virtue : life's poor ſpan 

Make not an ell, by trifling in thy wo. 
If thou do all, tbe joy fades not the paznes: 
If well, the pain doth fade, the joy rem 1:nes- 

2- Se, Alas you ſee you muſt confine 

yorr hopes and cut ſhore your defſignes;rhis 


day 
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day is yours, yeſterday was mite 5 our 


God only knowes wharc ſhall be to mor- 
row, —you know not whether ro mortow 
you may goto 4 Play,or to your Grave;--» 
We ſee here in the Book of Life that ma- 
py that live to day,muſt die betore to mor- 


row, even while their hopes ate full,cheir- 


expetariom grear, their deſtgne forward, 
and the event of it at che door, and eveu 
then at that door their bodies may be car- 
riedout before their expeQarion ſhall cn- 
rer into fruition ; vaine and dangerous are 
choſe proje&s thar aiſcompoſle our preſent 


duty by long and furyre defignes g ſuch as | 


by caſting our thoughts to events ar dt- 
ſtince,make us leſs roremember our death 
ſtanding at rhe door 5 I entertained 


thoughts at yeares diſtat:ce for my ſelf and 


(hildren,but in a moment went I downto 
my Grave, and then all my choughts pe- 
rjiſhed ; 1 ſaid indeed 1o day or to mor- 
row I would do ſuch'things, but you ſee 1 
knew not what ſhould be ro morrow, for 
what was our life > it was but even a vi- 
pour thar appeareth for a lictle time, and 
then vaniſhed away ; whereas we ought to 
ſay if the Lord will, we fhall live and do 
this or that, — otherwiſe in vaine do we 
plor, projeR, and continue, and buſie our 

pore ſclvey 
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ſelves in idle toyles, night enters 1n vpon 
us and tells the VVorld how like fooles we 
lived and how deceived and miſerably we 
dicd: I read and I was effeted with thole 
words. 

The wild fellow in Petronzm rhat eſca- 
ped upon a brok*a table from the furics of a 


| ſhipwrack, aShe was ſunning himſelf upon 


a rocky ſhore,eſpied a man rolled upon his 
foaring bed of waves, bailaſted with fand 
In the folds of his garment, and carried by 
his civil enemy the ſea towards the ſhore 
to find a grave, and it caſt him inco ſome 
ſad choughts, that peradventure this mans 
wife in ſome part of the Conrin:nr, ſafe 
and warme, looks next moneth for the 
g00d mans return; or it may be his ſon 
knowes nothing of rh{ tempeſt ; or his 
Father thinks of that afftcQionate kiſs 
which ſtill is warm upon the good old 
mans cheek ever ſince he cook a kind fare- 
well ; and he weeps with joy ro think how 
blefſed he ſhall be when his beloved boy 


" returnes incothe circle of his Fathers arms. 


Theſe are the rhoughrs of mortals, this is 
the end and ſum of all their deſtgnes: a 
dark tiighr, and an 11! Guide, a boyfterous 
ſea, and a broken Cable, a hard rock, and 
2 rough wind d2:H'a 1n pieces the forriune 

. OL 


( 26 ) 
of a whole family,and they that ſhall weep 
loudeſt for the accident, are nor yet en- 
rered into the ſtorm; and yet have ſuffered 
ſhipwrack- Then looking upon the car» 
cafſe, he knew ir, and found it to be the 


Maſter of the Ship, who the day betore 


caſt up the accounts of Þ15 parrimony and 
his trade and named the day, when he 
rhought robe ar home : fee how the man 
ſwims who was fo angry two dayes finice 
his paſſfiens are becalm'd with che ſtorm, 
his accounts caſt up, his cares ac at end,his 
voyage done, and his gains arethe ſtrange 
events of death, which wherher they be 
good orevil,the menchar are alive,feldome 
trouble rhemſelves concerning the inrereſt 
of the dead. 

Bur ſeas alone do not break our Veſſel 
1m pieces : Everywhere we may be ſhip- 
wriacked. A valiant General when he is 
to reap the harveſt of his Crowns and tri- 
umpts, fighrs unproſperouſly, or falls in- 
tO a Fever with joy and wine, and changes 
his Lawrel into Cypreſs, his triumphal 
Charior to an Hearſez dying rhe nighc 
before he w2s appointed to periſh in the 
drunkenneſs of his feſtival joyes. It was 2 
{ad arreſt of the looſeneſs and wilder ferſts 
ot che French Courr, when their King 

Ku [ Hex) 
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[ Henry 2.]was killed really by the fportive 
Image of a fight. And many Brides have 
died under the hands of Paranymphs and 
Maidens drefhng them for uneafie joy, the 
new and undiſcerned chains of marriage : 
according to the ſaying of Bexſirah rhe 
wil e Jew, © 7 be Bride went ito ber Cham- 
© ber, and knew not what ſheuld befall her 
© there. Some have been paying their vows 
and giving thanks for a proſperous return 
ro thetr own houſe, and che roof hath de- 
{cended upon their heaas, and turned their 
loud religion into the deeper filence of a 
grave. And how many ceeming Motkers 
have rejoyced over their {welling Wombs, 
and plcafed rhemfelves in becoming rhe 
chunels of bleſſing toa Family ; and the 
Midwife hath quickly bound their heads 
and feet, and car:iedrhem forrhro burial? 
Or clfe the birrh-day of an Heir hath ſeen 
the Cofhn of che Farher brought into rhe 
houfe, and the divided Morher hath been 
forced to travel twice, with a painfull 
birth, and a fadder dearth. 

Set, 4. Ahdfirs, if wealth, if honour, 
if at univerſal love,if prayers, if teares, if 
all a Courr afforded, could bave reprieved 
me, I had nor been now as free amons rhe 
dexl; alltheſe failed me in a dying ow 

an 
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and profited not-in at evil day ; ms The 
Fathers faich Chtiſt;had eaten Mannazeven 
Angells food and are dead,—and we en- 
joyed 2 whole Courts pleaſure, plency and 
honour, and we are dead, —we are bor, 
we dic, we are born crying,we live laugh- 
ing, wedie fighing,—when death ſwpri- 
zed I looked to former pleaſures and chey 
were gone as if chey had never been ; and 
rhereremained no more but fad feares of 
torments rhar ſhall never have an end of 
being ; what remorſe, what anguiſh, and 
what vexation that I was ſo deluded ! I 
looked every way for help, bur alas I find 
my ſelf helpleſs ; rhe eyes chat faw much 
pleaſure could ſpice no comfort ; my eye 
ſtrings cracked, and then I bid all things 
g00d-nighr ; thoſe eares of mine that 
were uſed ro the pleaſures of diſcourſe 
and Mafick, bur alas ! theſe daughters of 
Muſick failed and coulJnor hear ar all, — 
char rongue that had once words at will, is 
at chat hour ſpeechleſs, able neither to 
ſpeak to God or man; and now I know 
not what to do, but tny eyes and heatc 
were upuntoGodz Oh I had none in Hez* 
ven but him, I had none iti the earth be- 
| fides himi; all the World ſtands aloofe of 

me, eit2er not willing or not able to he!p, 
iome 
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fome things picty me not,orhers can do no 
more bur pitty,: --rhere ſtood none by me 
bur grace and virtue, my Saviour and my 
God, —ah faid I.--— 
None ſhall in Hell ſuch bitter pangs endure, 
As thoſe who mock at Gods way of falvation. 


| Whom Oyl and Balfams kill, what (lave can cure? 


They drink with greedineſs a full damnation. 
The Jews refuſed thunder ; and we, folly. 
Though God do hedge us in,yet who is holy ? 

Surname up at night what thou haft done by day ; 

And inthe morning, what thou haſt to do. 

Dreſs and undreſs thy foul : mark the decay 

And growth of it: if with thy watch, that too 
Be down, then wind up both : fince we ſhall be 
Mott ſurely judg'd, make thy accounts agree. 

In brief, acquit thee bravely: ptay the man ; 

Look not on pleaſures as they come, but go. 

Defer not the leaſt vertue : lifes poor ſpan 

Make not an ell, by crifling in thy wo. 

If thou do ill, the joy fades, not the pains : 
Jf well, the pain doth fade, the joy remaines. 
And then I went to my God and ro my 
prayer, and thoughr Herbert's prayer. 


Prayer. 
Of what an eakie quick acceſs, 

My blefſed Lord, art thou ! how ſuddenly 

May our requelts thy ear invade ! 
To ſhew that ſtate diſlikes not eaſineſs, 
If I bur life mine eyes, my ſuit is made : 
Thou canft no more not hear.then chou canſt die 

Of what ſupreme Almighty power 


Y 
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Is thy great arm, which ſpans the Eaſt and Weſt, 


And tacks the Centre to the Sphere ! 

By it do all things live their meafur'd hour : 
We cannot ask the thing which is not there, 
Blaming the ſhallownels, of our requeſt, 

Of what nnmeaſurable love 
Art thou poſſeſt, who, when thon couldft not dy, 

Wert fain totake our fleſhand curſe, 
And for our ſakes in perſon fin reprove; 
That by deſtroying that which ty*d thy purſe, 
Thou mighrſt make way for itverality ! 

Since then theſe chree wait on thythrone, 
Eaſe, Power, and Love; I value prayer fo, 

That were I to leave all but one, 


Wealrh,fame,endowments, virtue,all ſhould go : 


I and dear Prayer would together dweil, 
And quickly gain for each inch loſt an ell. 
T Vanity. 

Poor filly ſoul, whoſe hope and head lies low ; 
Whoſe flat delights on earth do creep and grow; 
To whom the Stars ſhine not fo fair, as eyes ; 
Nor ſolid work, as falſe embroyderies : 


Heark and beware, left what you now do meaſure 


And write for ſweet, provea moſt ſowre diſ- 
| (pleafure. 
Q hear berimes, left thy relenting 
May come too Jate ! 
To purchaſe Heaven for tepenting, 
Isnohard rate, 
If ſouls be made of earthly mould, 
| Let them love Gold ; 
It born on high, 
Ler them untothezr kindred flie : 
For they cannever beat reſt, 


Till 


But 


He 


Heh 
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bk? Till they regain their aacient neſt. 
Then filly foul cake heed : for earthly joy 
Is but a bubble, and makes thee a boy. 
| Mans medly. 
Heark how the birds do fing, 
And woods do ring. 
All creatures have their joy : and man hath his, 
£ + pans, 
Yet, if we rightly meaſli:re, 
- Mans joy and pleaſure 
Rather hereafter, thea in preſent is. 
To this life things of ſenſe 
e. Make their pretenſe : 
In th'other Angels have a right by birth : 
Man ties them both alone, 
T And makes them one, 
With tone hand conching heaven, with th'other 
| In foulhemounts and flies, (earth. 


In fleſh he dies. 
5; Hewears aſtuff, whoſe thredis courſeand round, 
W; But trini'd with curious lace, 
And thoald take place 


After the trimming, not the [tuff and ground. 
| Not rhat he may not here 
Taſte of the cheer : 
But as birds drink, and ftraighe lift up their head, 
So muſt he 1p and think 
Of better drink, 
He may attain to after he is dead. 
But as his joys are double 
So 1s his trouble. 
He hath two winters, other things but one ; 
Both froſts and thoughts do nip, 
And bite his lip; 
And he of all things fears two deaths alone. - 
rill C Is 
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Yet even the greatelt griefs 
May be reliefs, | 
Could he but take them right, and in their ways, 
Happy i he, whole heart 
| Hath founit the a: t 
To turn his double pains to double praiſe. 
 $e4, 5. Come my dear Ladies along 
wih me rothe Charnell bhouſe,bring your 
moſt ſerious thoughrs and retired medi- 
rations into che chambers of death, let your 
ſoul begin with a deep figh, preceed ina 
6 xed conſideration, and. end 1n an holy re- 
ſolution x — come ſee your faces in rhis 
Glaſs, ſee, ſeethe VWorme> crawling a- 
long my paler face inſtead of patches, and 
of ſpors, how amiable rhe orher day! how 
loahſome new ! Come, come, walk 0- 
ver my head ro day, and others will walk 
over yours to morrow ; fcorn ro day to 


tread the earth, and-to morrow you are | 
carth to tread on 5——41O day you are ſeen * 


in Sedans, to mvrrow in your Cofhins 3-- 
Coach ic from place to place, to pals x 
way the tedious houres, but remember 
your erernal reſt ; fl:ep, and dreſſe, and 
ext, riſe up to Play, and viſic, and ſleep, 
a2aire;zg00N in one great round of vanity; 
I have been as ycu are, and you muſt be 
as I am, and knowiog the time char now it 
is high time to awake our of flcep, for 
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now is your ſalvation,neerer,then when you 
believed : The night 15 far ſpent,the day 
is at hand, O caſt off che work of dark- 
neſs and pur on the Armonr of Light : 
walk honeRly as 1n che day, nor in rioting 
and drunkenneſs, nor in Chambering and 
'wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and eavying, bur 
pur ye on the Lord Jeſus, and make no 
provifioa for the fleſh, ro fulfill che luſts 
rhereof :——what you think beauty today, 
is rortetineſs and duſt ro morrow ;—to 
day you are loved, co morrow you aie loa- 
thed ; now you are in the warime embra- 


' cesof your Gallanrs, thronged with Conr- 


riers and wich Servants, and anon they lay 
in that cold earch and leave you there for 
ever! a Iurlewhile, an1l ſaw you ſport, 
you wink, you rrifle, you jeft, ycu laugh, 
you drol,yoa borangum and complement - 
2 litrle while, and I faw you pale, ſpeech- 
leſs, and dying, I heard you groan and figh, 
and weep, and atrcend ezch other in your 
rurnes ro your long home, and there you 
lefr one dead,2nd another dead ro morrcow, 
and rhe reſt went home to Learne to die, 


" and think of anorher World ;—awake, 


awake, ſee whar you are, fee what you 
ſhall be, look beyond your ſweers, beyond 
your alluremencs and your pleaſures, yon- 
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der is death behind che Curtain 3 you 
ſp:ak prettily now, anon alas ! the newes 
chat you are ſpeechleſs ; now you ſpeak 
Paſtoralz & Comedies ar a breath,anon we 


hear nothing bur Scripture, nothing bur 
Chri# came into the world to ſave Sinners , 


of wh:'m 1 am cheif , O God be merciful 
rome a ſinner : O what ſhall I do to be ſaved 
O my ſins are greater then 1 car bear > how 
long will chou forget me O Lord,for ever ? 
© And how long wil thou hide thy face from 
©me? hath the Lord forgotren ro be gra- 
©cjous 2 and hath he 1n anger ſhur up his 
©,ender Mercy? or 15 his mercy clean gone 
© for ever, and doth his promiſe faile for 
<evermore > methinks I fee you removed 
*from your wanron Coaches ro your 
© death-bed, and there your Comrades 
© drop about you their choiceſt fancies for 


©mirth and recreacion 3 Lord whar is this * 


"ro me thac muſt prefenrly die >---what 1s 
this 70 me who am going co my grave ?--* 
my Romances and my Playes were by 
m2 when I was a dying, and nor one good 
word did they afford me to ſupport my 
drooping ſoul ; O miſerable comfortablc 
were they all ;—and behind them in 1 
careleſs corner 1 ſpied chat negle&ed book 
*e call a Bible, Lord what joy,whar com 


fort. 
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forr, what ſupport, and refreſhmenr; one 
word of That was worth a World ! then 
I fghed and wepr, that I had Heaven in a 
book, and would not look into ic ; — O 
for a day more of thoſe 1 ſpent in vaine; O 
for few af thoſe millions of minuces L 
ſpenr in Paſtoralls and Sonners whereof I 
am now aſhamed (for what profit had L 
in rheſe things >) to read this holy Book, 
this Book of Life, this Letcer of God io 
precious Souls, —.this happy myſtery hid 
from ages and from generations, and made 
kaown co Chriſtians in earch, and Saints 
in Heaven, —wherein God unboſomerh 
himſelf :.oman, O I would read it as my 
lifez;—O had I had nothivg by me bur 
che frorhy and lighe diſcourſes of wit and 
fancy, would I had never been born or 


. -, would I had dyed as ſoon as I was born. 


When my foul diſpaired,there none to 
comfort, none to help riil the glad ridivgs 
of joy and peace were opened ro me in the 
holy Scriptures, the Scripture's worth a 
World which were written for our inſtru- 
Aton, that we through che comforr of rhe 
Scripture ſhould have hope; © And ſtrong 


1 : 

. © confolarion who have Hed for refuge to 

. © lay hoſd upon the hope ſer before us ; 
« which hops we have as an Anchor fare __ 
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© 2nd ſi:dfaſt, and whichentrerh into thar 
&wichin the Vaile whither che fore-runner 


©for us isentred. A moneth agol paſſed . 


dy my melancholy boures with expence of 
money and time,which my God beſtowed 
upon me for better purpoſes, from Playes 
ro Maskes, from Maskes to Banquets;ah ! 
what profit was there intheſe things ? then 
alas,l laughed; ſince upon my death-bed: 
(for while vve are fooling, we aredying 
ro0,) all this was quit forgot, an1 then 
I faw that I as you walked in a vaine ſhew; 
theno for an incerpreter,one of a thouſand, 


-" to ſhew to me my uprightneſs, who 


ſhould pray unto God,for me, that hewo'd 
be favourable unco me, and: may ſee his 
facewirh joy, (for God looketh upon men, 
and if any ſay I have finned, and perverted 


that which was righr, and it proficed me 


nor, he will deliver his ſoul from goINg £0 
che pit, and his life ſhill ſze the Light: 
lothefe things God worketh oftentimes 
with man.)I ſaid one day---this preaching, 
rhete Sermons, norhing bur preaching,” 
ab, ar my laſt day I faid, ah, nothing, but 
preaching,---I uſed ro paſſe by the Church 
and the precious opportunities of drawing 


near to God with this fcornfull World, 


e2ere 15 nOthing but prayers, gh, wan 
the 
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( 37 
the ſorrows of death layd hold upon me, 
and che terrours of hell ſurp:ized me, ab, 
then ſ:id L—nothing bart Prayer, prayer, 
prayers | | 
q] Prayer. 

Prayer the Churches banquet, Angels age, 
Gods breath in man returning to his birth, 
The foul in paraphraſe, heart in pilgrimage, 

The Chriſtian plummet ſounding heav®n & earth. 
Engine againſt th* Almighty, finners cowre, 
Reverted thunder,Chriſt-ſide-piercing ſpear, 
The (1x-days world-tranſpofing in an hour, 
A kind of tune, which all things hear and fear, 
Softnels, aad peace, and joy, and love. and bliſs, 
Exalted Manna, gladnel: <& the beſt, 
Reavenin ordinary, man well dreſt, 
The milky way, the bird of Paradile, 
Church-bels beyond the Stars heard, the ſouls 
Theland of ſpices ſomthing underſtood. (blood, 


O then ſaid I, call for that {erious man 


] me, the Miniſter I laughed ar oftentimes, and 


WW ro 
ght: 
4mes 
hing) 
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et him pray over me, and the prayer of 
faith may ſave the ſick, atia the Lord may 
raiſe him up, and if he have committed 
f10s rhey ſhall be forgiven him ; —the ef- 
fetu3l fervent prayer of the righteous as 


, but . weary asI was of chem availech much ; O 


urch 


ler my portion be among them that pray ; 


wing What ever I have thought, one thing do [ 
7orld, delire of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, 


| wel 


thi 
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that I may dwell in the houfe of che Lorg 
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all rhe dayes of my life, to behold the 
beaury of the Lord, and roenquire 1n his 
T<mpie;—O now how amiable are thy 


Tabernacles O Lord of hoſts! now my | 


ſoul is weary of Playes, Humors and fol- 
lies ; longerh, yea even fainterh for rhe 
Courts of the Lord; my hearr & my fiſh, 
cryeth our for the living Lord God ; for 
a day in thy houſe to prepate for this laſt 
bour, is betcer then a rhouſand elſewhere; 
I had rather be a door-keeprr in the houſe 
of my God, thento dwell inrhe Tents of 
wickedneſs; for now I know that the Lord 
is a Sun and a Shicld; rhe Lord will give 
grace and plory, and 10 good thing will 


he withhold from them that walk up*_ 


rightly; O Lord God of Hoſts, blefled is 
that ſoul that rruſketh in thee ;— O 
choughr I, have I ſpenr fix daves 1n 1olly, 


vanity, dancing, masking, and excels ro 


fatisfie my humor for a moment, and have 
I neglected rhat one day ſer aftde—to pre- 
pare my immortal foul for its ercrnity! *- 
Lord,where are my former pleaſures! as 
racy are p>ſſed before inro nothing, and1 
{h:11 ſeerhem no more, I iook behind me 


and ſee nothing bur darkneſs and filence as 


Jeep as mid-night,and ſuch a black nothing 
£5 that wat before Þ was born ;—alas | as 


] 


— 


(39) 
{ went roa Play & there ſaid ſome hours, 
and ſaw their variety of folly,and then ſaw 
che Stage ſhut up and returned home, ſo 
I appeared in the VVorld tor ſome dayes, 
and ſaw irs ſeveral Scenes, and now I muſt 


_ go off the Stage, and betake my ſelf ro my 


long home never ro return again, you 
indeed muſt come ro me, I cannot come 
(G YOU. — 

Come dear Ladies, you know whar 
pretty wayes we had ro paſs therime which 
we thought roo tedious and roo flow; An- 
gels and holy Sonles do rot fo here 1nhea- 
ven; here eternity 15 thought to little ro 
do well ; here they fay time 1s che moſt 
precious of thoſe gifrs that came down 
from the Father of Lights, ſo precious 
that he keepes 1c in his own hand, and diſ- 
penſeth ir to men by minutes only and by 
moments,fo precious that it is the price of 
Chriſts blood, and all rhe houres you live 
and play away re the purchaſe of his death. 
O fad! O fad ! that we dance, and revel, 
and game, and drefs, and Complement a- 
way the blood of Chriſt !—each hour the 
Taverne h-th, the Play-houſe , our 
Cards, our Dice, and ovr worſt Ipores 
challenge,rhey are not our own bur Gods; 
they are paſted indeed, bur yer muſt be ac- 

countee 
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counred for,---they are the precious houres 
bought wich the blood , begged by the 
prayers of our bleſſed Saviour. 

AndI heard the groanes and cry of thoſe 
who are gone to the other {ad eternity, — 
*O time, O time ſhall be no more, O 
©thar we might redeem the time, O that 
* we mighr once againſee the days of hope, 
© 2nd meanes, and mercy, which once we 
© {aw, and would not fee! O that wehad 
© thoſe dayes ro ſpend in penitential reares 
* and prayers, and holy prepara: ions for 
*an cudleſs life, which we ſpeur at Cards 
*1n needleſs recreations, in idle talke, in 
* bumoriog others,in pleaſing of our fleſh, 
*or in the inordinate care and buſineſs of 
*the World ! O chat our youthful] dayes 
*mighr return, and our years be received, 
*rhac the houres we ſpent in vanity might 
©be recalled ! that the Sun would once 
* more ſhine upon us ! and patience once 
*more with mercy reaſſume their work | 
0 mat we were ONCe again upon the 
"earth! O thar prayers and tears, that 
_Priceor paine could bring back loſt abnfcd 
* rirme! Oh, for one offer more of mercy 
-and of {alvation!---Ah we would rcfuſe 
. 00 more, Ah once more a life,--- once 
"more admittance 19 the holy aſſemblies, 
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© once more a ſerions Miniſter z O God, 
try us once again ;z bur ic cannot, it will 
nor be, —they ſeck repentance with tears, 
bur find ir not,---then I heard the fad an- 
ſwer that would break a heart,---Becauſe I 
have called and ye refuſed, I have ſtreched 


' out my hand, and no man regarded, but 


ye have (ct at noughr all my counſel), and 
would none of my reproofe, I will alfo 
laugh at your calamicy, I will mock when 
your fear cometh, when your fear comerh 
as deſolation, and your deſtruction as a 
whirlewind, when diſtreſs and aoguiſh 
cometh upon you,*--how you call upon 
me, and 7 will not anſwer you, you ſhall 
ſeek me early and ſhall noc find me, for 
char you hated knowledge, and did not 
chooſe the fear of the Lord ; you would 
have none of my counſell, you deſpiſed all 
my reproofe, therefore ſhall you eat of 
the fruit of your own way, and be filled 
with your Own devices; awake I entreat 
you,zawake and ive, either now Or never,--- 
that which once was, will be no more; 
yeſterday will never come again, to day 
15 caſting and will nor return ; this ts the 
day of ſalvarion, rhis is the accepted time; 
awake you thac ſleep and ſtand from the 
dead, and Chriſt may give you light ; 0- 


ther 
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therwiſe aneverlaſting darkneſs will ſhort- 
ly end your time and dayes; if ever youl 
be ſaved, ir muſt be now; if ever you will 
repent it muſt be now ; if ever you wil | be 
pardoned and reconciled ro God, it muſt 
be now ; -O rhar you vvere vviſe, that you 
underſtood rhis, that you vvould confider 
your later end,---chat you vvould ler thoſe 
vvords fink inco your hearts vvhich came 
from the heart of your Redecmer as tts 
evident from his ears,(If chou haaſt known, 
even thon,art leaſt in chis thy day,the things 
that belong unto thy peace! bur novv they 
are hidder from thine eyes, —vvhart do 
you eeanevvhy do you not begin t£o live ? 
vvhat finning, and yer dying ? vvhbat? not 
part vvich your fits vvhen you muſt learn 
from me thar you muſt part vvich your 
ſouls! vvhat 2 play and drink, and jeſt and 
ſ»vear, 2nd not yer prepared for death and 
judgement! is rhis co live as they that muſt 
Ivenomore,isthisro work as they tharmuſt 
vvork no more > have you immorcal ſouls, 
or have you nor ; is chere anocher world, 
orisrhere nor > or do you ſleep, feed,drefs, 
and die as uſelefs as the Beaſt,as unſenſibly 
as the child new born, and never live the 
life of men, that is of ſteady reaſon, ſolid 
y:rmue and fixed grace,placed in a wiſe, ſo- 

her, 


( 43 ) 


ber, ſerious, and well-inftruRed ſoul, and 
leave thoſe thinges you muſt all- 
wayes be aſhamed of; fill dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, will you never Jive to rea- 
ſon, and the ſober counſells of Religion 
do now trifle away time and life;when alas, 
, to morrow you will weep bitterly thar 

they ſtay no longer ;---alas ! ro think that 
ſplendid Court I lived in yeſterday, when 
a few years are gone, fhall know none of 
its Inhabirants;our Fathers where arethey? 
ro think that your abode,employment and 
delighe ihall know you no more; you 
muſt ſee thefe faces of your friends, and 
converſe in fleſh with men no more ; this 
World, theſe Houſes, theſe honour, that 
wealch, that power muſt be to you as if 
you had never known it, alas ! what did I 
carry tO the grave ? Naked came I into 
the World, naked returned I out of it.z--- 
I know you {igh, and filently wonder and 
pitty (but pirty moſt your ſelves,) over 
my grave ; what remaines of that > —- 
vanity 7 had about me now, bur a pile of 
duſt and 2 Coffin, that within few years 
will be duſt roo, and 7 then ſhall be (0 
little that 7 cannot be found being ming- 
ledwith common duſt,---rhe other day 7 


z00ked abour me ard hed the regard and 
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reverence of all that ſaw me,—yer unre- 
arded now 7 am the objec of their picty, 
as they {hall beofothers; —l had a name, 


bur death rhat period of all things will | 


bury that name, and 7 ſhall be no more 
ſome ſcores of years hence then 7 was 
ſome ſcore of yeares before. 

7 have enjoyed the higheſt comforts of 
this World, but now God knowes whole 
cheſe things ſhall be z---7 am dead to rhe 
World, and rhe World is dead to me z--- 
alas my pleaſures, treaſures, and comforts 
of rhis life, Childrens, goods, Gold, great 
friends, Lands,livings, poſſc ons, Offices, 
honours, high Roomez, brave fituarione, 
fair proſpe&s, ſumpruous buildings, plea- 
ſanc walkes, and even the Vorld it (elf, 
upon which 7 have foft labour, time, care, 


rhnoughef2lneſs, all upon che ſtroke ot 


death, which neirher heaven nor earth, nor 


enjoy 
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enjoy in the ſecond lifeztor alas ! they are 
i. All vanicy, 2. Vexation of ſpirir, 
3+ They caunor farisfie the ſoul, 4. They 
will nor profit in the evil day, 5. They 
reach nor to ecernity, 6. They may be 
loſt 11 a moment. — 

SeF. 6. Ah Sirs,you ſee you muſt die 
bur once, and if you 0::ce miſtake,you are 
undone everlaſtingly ; -- if / were to live 
again, all my abilities and buficefles, and 


whole being inthis life, & all my thow®hes, 


words, ations, ſhould referre ro rhis one 
thing which is attended with endleſs 


- plagues or pleaſures, with eternity either 


of flames or felicity, — if you knew what 
tc was tO lie upon your laſt bed, affaulted 
by the King of terrours, and amazed by 
your own fins and the powers of che world 
to come, eſpecially che terrour of rbat 
juſt and laſt Tribunal, ro which you are 
ready to pals, to reckon. with almighty 
God for all chings done in the fleſh ; what 
manner of men would you be 12 the mean 
time, in all holy care and forecaſtyto give 
up your accounr at rhar dreadfull hour! 
you would in rhis day conſtanciy improve 
all opportuviries, occaſions, offers every 
moment, miniſtery, mercy, motions of 
the Spirtr, checks of conſcience, corieat- 
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ons, temprations ro ſtore your ſelves with 
ſpiritua} ſtrength againſt your laſt eq- 
counter, and of higheſt conſequence, ei- 
ther for eternal happinefſe, or unconceiv- 


able miſery.— 
Sef, 9. Ah Sirs, you ſee when the 


ſoul departs this life,it carrieth nothing a> . 


way with ir, but grace, Gods favour, and 
2g00d conſcience; you ſee rhat ro me and 
foro you all worldly glory muſt ſer for 
ever z---and what will an immortal fonl 
- deſtitureof grace do rhen ? then (as that 
holy man hath raught me) that newly fe- 


perated ſoul finding no ſpiritual ſtore, or - 
proviſion laid up in chis life againſt che e- | 


vil day, with an irkeſome and furious re- 
fletion, lookes back upon all irs time 
ſpent in the fleſh, and behold they are 
nothing bur abomiuations, guilrinefs, atd 
ſ1n,preſently awakes the ever dying worme 
which having formerly had irs mouth 
ſtopped with carnal delights, and muffled 
up with carnal mirth, will now feed upon 
ir with horrour, anguiſh and deſperate 
rage world without end ; O Sirs, ler thefe 
dear, precious, and everlaſting things, 


breathed to our bodies for a ſhort time in 


rhis valeof teares, by the alpowerfnl God 
leave the things below fo diſproportion- 
able 
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able either for divineſs or duration to its 
noble and Czlefiial nacture.—- 

SeF. 7. Look on my body now my 
ſoul is gone, what a loathſome and abhor= 
red ſpeQacl<ir is; thoſe thar loved ir moſt 
Cantor now find in their hearts to 1:-ok up- 
on it z down I muſt go to the place of 
Skulls, and rhere be covered with 
Vormes till I moulder away to rotten- 
neſs and dirt +---were I to live again, L 
would ever for a lircle, ſenſual, ſhore 
and vaniſhing delight, in ſarisfying the 
Jufts of rhe fleſh, and if che eye with che 
pride of life drown both body aud ſotil in 


' 2dungeon, or in a boyling ſea of fire and 


brimſtone, where I can find no bankes and 
feel no b8ttome: look on me, and paint 
and patch, alas you are yer no moterhety 


Painred Sepulchres, adorned rottenneſs 5 


look upon me and miend nature, corre the 
work of God, which yer you {ce our God 
can turn to dult :--where are now my 
ſpots and colours, and other Ornaments 
of arr, whereby I was diſtinguiſhed from 
th2 common faces, alas > I am now an 
undffcerned earth, and few dayes hence 


| who knowes the difference berween my 


Skull and others > earth, duſt, and aſhes 
are the fame flill under all the Varniſhes 
> EE of 
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of art : look ia here I pray you'to my, 
rave, wizat a ſad ſpeRacle 1s this, whata 
frighifull obje&, ſee you not this great 


number of dead Sculls which heaped one 


upon another, make a mounratne of hor-' 
rour and affrighr ;---{ce there which i; 
Jeſabel, painted duſt,and which the.plaine 
aſhes of the poor, fee if you can diftin- 


guiſh no berween the pomp and fancy of | 


great Bernie, and the meaner remainder 
of her Maid Evod!as, mn 

SeF, 8. Lore, what a change is here, 
rheother day we drolled and laughed, and 
ſar five at a Stage when we are weary the 


firſt hour ar Church ; and now alas ! e) 
rernity it ſelf is little enough for more le 


riousthings for contemplarion, praiſe,and 
the employments of heaven ;—ahk Sirs, 


were you here to caſt one eye down to the | 


earth you would alter vour lives z would 
you play away your time if you ſaw as we 
{ſaw that God that gave you time ready t0 


pronounce that in Rev. 2. 7 gave then ; 


ſpace to repent and they repented not, — 
Would YOU play > if you {a'y rhe judge: 


ments threatned on the one hand, tbe 
plots againſt your Feace and welfare 01) 
tte other 3'will you trifle, ſwear, whort 


ard drink away a gracious King agaih 
| wi 
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| ( 49 ) 

will you revell aw:y your peace and Go- 
vernment £ and then curſe the poor Paa- 
narikes, whereas God knowes your dz» 
ſtruction 1i5 of your ſelves; is your re- 
quicalio God ({ay the Angels and Sainis,) 
tor che late miracle of Reſtzuracion > are 
theſe your former vowes, an41 reſolut ions? 
do you thus requite the Lord vou fooliſh 
people and unwiſe 2 a Chuich you have 
reſtore], but you regard the Play-horfes 
more rhen it, holy Prayers reſtored bur 
yer negle& ; and oathes fly:ng thicker a- 
mong you then your prayer: hatch God 
removed thoſe you call hypocrits, ro give 
place royou 10 difſemble ai! cheat much 
more vilely : weie you reſtored to your 
plenty and excels, ro Icok with upon your 
diſtreſſed Hrerhren, and carlef- lv ler thean 


ftarve and periſh ; irs true you ſay, &c. 


Tell banli1s Babes of Bugbears,to fright them 
nto quietnefle; or territy youth with old W:ves 
Fables, to keep their wild affeftions in awe: ſuch 


Toyes may work 1pon their timorotts apprehien- 


hons, when wholſome precepts fail, and find no 
audience in their youthful cares, Tell n-- me of 


Rell,Devils,or damned {uls to ecf ce me from 
\ thoſe pleaſeres which they nick-name fin, What 


tell ye me of Law ? my foul 1s ſen{lible of Evan- 
eelica] precepts without the needieſſe and ancor- 
rected thunder of the killing Letter, or the te: 
rivle periphraſe of ſome roaring Boanerges, the 
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eedionſneſſe of whole language fill determine 
*1 damnation; wherein I apprehend God far more V* 
merciful then his Miniſters. Tis truel have not "= 
led my life according to the Pharifaical ſquzre of , **' 
their opinions, neither have I found judgments 
according to their prophecies ; whereby I muſt 
conclude that God is wonderfully merciful, or 
they wonderfully miſtaken. How often have they Ge 
thundred torment againſt my voluptuous life ? and 


yet I feei no pain.How bitterly have they threat. _ 
ned ſþ:m2 againſt the vawnts of my vain glory ? yet 4 
find | boner. How fiercely have they preach's ** 
deſtrufiion againſt my crxelty ? and yet 1 Izve, What _ 


Plapnes againſt my ſwearing ? yet not infetted, 
What diſeaſes againſt my drunkenneſs ? and yet -*? 
found. What danger againſt procraſtination ? yet * 


how often hath God been found upon the death. = 
bed ? What damnation to Hypocrites ? yet who; Ge 
more ſafe ? What ſtripes to the ignorant ? yet Ge 
who more ſcot-free ? What poverty to the ſlath. 


ful ? yet themſelves proſper. What falls to the _ 
proud ? yet ſtand they ſureft. What curſes to the P' 
coverous ? yet who Richer ? What judgments to | 


rf Ws 
the laſcivious ? yet who more pleaſure 2 Whit ;.. 
vengeance tO the propbane, the cenſortous, the Pe, 
revengefidl ? yet none live more #nſcoxrg'd. Who (-. 


deeper branded then the Lyar £ yet who mort 
favour d? Who more threatned then the pr g, 
Jumptnous ? yet who leſle puniſhed ? Thusat (6 
we fooPd and kept inawe with the ſtrilt faxcit! 
of thofe Pxlpit. men, whoſe opinions hare , o, 
ground but what they gain from popularity” 
Thus are we frighted from the liberty of Nat" Ef 
by the politick Chimeraes of Religion z where «1 
wit 
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they 
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Gi 

we are neceſſitated to the obſerving of thoſe 
Laws, whereof we find a greater necellity of 
breaking. 

But ſtay my friends, what is that ſpeakes feli- 
city to my troubled thoughts? hecauſe you have 
not kept Gods law, all the curſes in the book of 
God ſhall overtake you untill you be deſtroyed, 
2nd the anger of the Lord may bekindled againſt 
this Land, to bring upon it allthe curſes writ- 
ten in the book of God; Thus faith the Lord, 
behold, I will bring evil upon this place,and up- 
on the Inhabitants thereof, even all the curſes 
that are written inthe book.---but if I lived a- 
again | would ſay to my foul, 

—  Preſumptionisalin, whereby we depend upon 
Gods mercies without any warrant from Gods 
Word. Iris as great ain. O my foul, to hope for 
Gods mercy without Repentance, as to diſtruſt 
Gods mercy upon Repentance, In the firft thou 
wrongft his Fwftice z inthe laſt, his mercy. O my 
preſumpruous foul, Jer not thy proſperity in fin- 


. Ing encourage thee ton; left climbing withozt 


warrant into his mercy, thou fall without mercy 
into his judgment. Be not deceived ; a long 
Peace makes a bloody Fr, and the abuſe of con- 
tinued mercies makes a ſharp judgment. Pati- 
ence when {lighted turns to frry,bur ill-requited 
{tarts to vengeance, Think not that thy unpuniſhe 


- tin is hidden from the eye of Heaven, or that 


Gods judgments will delay for ever, The ftalled 
Oxe that wallows in his plenty, and waxes wan- 
ton with eaſe, 1s not far from {laughter. The 
Ephed, O my deſperate ſoul, is long a filling, but 
once being full, che lcaden cover muſt go 0n, and 

| rrerng rhe! 
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then it hurries of the wings of the wind, Adviſe 
thee then, and whilſt che Lamp of thy proſperity 
laſts, provide thee for the evz/] day, which being 


come, Kepentance will be out of date, and all 


thy Prayers will-finde no eare. | 


Sc. 9g, But moſt of your thoughts are like 


them I read inthat ingemous Man.---. 
So, now my ſoul thy happinefle is entaild, and 
thy iluftcious name ſhall live 1n thy ſucceeding 


Geae-arions. Thy dwelling is eſtabliſhd in the -. 


fat of all the Land; thou haſt what mortal bear: 
can wiſh, and wanteſt nothing but 7zmortality, 
The beſt of all the land is thine, and thou art 
planted.in the beſt of Lands. A Land whoſe Con. 


flitutions make the beſt of Government, which - 


Goternment 1s [trengthned with the beſt of Laws, 


pe 
Ma 


nol 
ed 
en 


which Laws are executed by the beſt of Princesz \ the 


whoſe Prince, whoſe Laws, whoſe Government, | 
whoſe land makes us the bappieſt of all ſubjects, | 
makes us the bappieſt of all people. A Land of 
ſtrengrh, of plenty, and a Land of peace ; where 
every ſoul may {it beneath his Vine, unfrighted, 


at the horrid language of the hoarſe Trumpet, uit 
ſtartled at the warlike ſummons of the roaring 


Cannon, A Land whoſe beauty hath ſurpriz'd the 
ambirious hearts of forraign Princes, and taught | 
them by their martial Qratory to make their vail 
attemprs. A Land whoſe ſtrength reads vanity it | 


bo 


rw 
be] 
$01 
anc 
Pr 
dr 
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he 
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ces 


the deceived hopes of Congueroxrs, and crowns | | Lz 


their enterprizes with a ſhameful everthrow. A) 
Land whole native plenty makes her the world: } 


Exchange, ſupplying others, able to ſubliſt wit j 


oxt ſupply from forraign Kingdomes ; mm 1t ſeite 


b OPY, and abroad honcurable, A Land that hath 
bl 


Fre 
fin; 
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viſe no vanity; but what the (weetelt of all bleflings, 
Tity peace and ptenty 5 that bath no miſery but whar is 
ging propagated from that bliuwwacfle which cannot 
d all » fſecher owa felzcity, A Land chat tiowes with Milk 
| and Hoy, and in brief wants nothing to deſerve 
like thetitle of a Paradiſe, The Curbe of Spain, the 
pride of Germany, the ayde of Belgia, the ſcourge 

and bf France, the Emprefs of the World, and Queen 
eding Of Nations. She is begirt with-Walls, waoſe 
) the « Builder was the hand of Heaven, whereon there 
bear: daily-rides a Navz-Royal, whoſe unconquerable 
ality,, power proclaims her Prince invinſible, and whif- 
uact persſaddeſpairinto the fainting hearts of foraign 
Con. Majelty, She is compa@t within her (elf in zmty, 
Vhich - not apt to c3v3il diſcords or z»tcſtive broyles. The 
aws, 'envy of all Nations, the ambition of all Princes, 
acesz ) the terror of all enemies, the feczrity of all neizh- 
ment, } - bouring ſtates. Let timoraus Palpits threaten 
jects, | rum, let prophecying Church-men dote, till T 
nd of believe. How often and how log have thele loud 
yhere Sons of Thunder falſe-propheiied her defolation ? 
ohted, and yet ſhe ſtands the glory of the Wo-Id. Ca1 
t, ut! Pride demolith the Towers that deſend her 2? Can 
Daring, drunkennefle dry up the Sea that walls her ? Can 
"4 the flames of luſt difiolve the Ordinance that protect 
aught. her? Be well advis'd my foul; there is a voyce 
r van from Heaven roares louder then thoſe Ordinan- 
ityin ces, which faith, Thus ſaith the Lord, The whote 

»wnes | ,_ Land ſhall be def Late, Jer. 4.27. 

w. A) ; His Proef-. 
z7Orids } Elay 14.7,8c. The whole Earth is at reſt, an 
wit at quiet, they break forth into ſinging. Tea the Fir- 
t fele Frees rejoyce at thee, and the Cedars of Lebanon 
© hath ſing, &c. Yet ſhalt thou be brought down to H!l, +1 
ny - the fides of the Pit, D 4 | 2- 
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er.$.12. They have belied the Lord, and ſail | 


It 25 not be, neither ſhall evil come pon us, neither 
ſhall we ſee ſword or famine. 
1 Cor.10. 12. Let bins that (tandeth take bee , 
leſt be fall. 
Luke 17.27. They did eate and drink, and thy 


married Wives and were given in marriage, untill 


' the fleod came and deſtroyed them all, 


/ 


S. Auguſt. Whilft Lot was exercifed in ſuffering 
reproach and violence, be continued boly and pure, 
even in the filth of Sodom : but in the mount, being 
2n peace and ſafety, be was ſurpriſed by ſenſnall ſ« 
curity, and defiled bimſelf with his own darghters. 

Greg. Mag. Our proſperous and happy ſtate it 
often the occaſion of more miſerable ruin; a long 
peace bath made many men both careleſſe and cow. 
araly ; and that's the meſt fatall blow when an un-| 
expeded enemy ſurpriſeth ug in a deep fleep of peact | 
end ſecurity, 

Security 1 an 3mprovident careleſsneſſe, caſting 
our all fearof approaching danger. It is likez 
great Calme at Sea, that fore-runs a ſtorm, How 
15 this verified O my ſad ſoul in this onr bleeding * 
Nation! Wert thou not till now for many years 
even nuzzPd in the boſome of habitual peace ?? 
Did'ſt thou forſee this danger ? Cr could'ft thou 
bave contrived a way to be thus miſerable ? Didlt 
thou not laugh z2vafion to ſcorn ? or did'ſt thou 
not leſs feat a Ciril war ? Was not the Titleof ' 


the Crown unqueſtionable > and was not ou } | 


mixt government unapt tofallinto diſeaſes 2 Did 
we want good Laws? or did our Laws wall | 
fxecretzon ? Did not our Prophets give Lawfil. 
warmmn ? ()r were we moved at the ſound of 
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udgement ? How haſt thou liv'd O my uncare- 
fal ſou] toſee theſe prophefies fulfill'd, and to 
behold the tals of thy angry God pour "4 forth? 
Since Merctes O my foul could not alkere thee, 
yet let theſe jx#dgements now at length enforce thee 
toa true repentance. Q.ench the Fi re-brand which 
thou haſt kindled ; turn thy mirth to right moxr- 
ning, and thy feaſts of JPY to humiliation. 

Caſllian. 

There 4s no better expedient of ſecurity, then to 
commit all our intereſt to God, who knowes bow to 
give good things to them that ask, bim. 

Se8.10. Indeed I heard you ſay-—- But hold : 
There is a voyce that whiſpers in my troubled 
ear; a voice that blanks my thoughts, and ſtops 
the courſe of my reſolves; a voyce that-chils the 
boſome of my ſoul, and fils me with amazement : 

Mark Gal.5. 21. They which doe fuch things 
ſhall not znberit the Kingdome of God. 

Hzs Proofs. 

Exod. 20.14. Thox ſhalt not commit Adultery. 

Matth.5. Ss. Whoſveuer Isokes upon a Woman #0 
Inſt after ber bath committed adultery with ber al. 
ready in his heart. 

Rom.13.13. Let us walk boneſily as in the day, 
not in rioting or tn drunkenneſs, nor in chambering, 
nor in wantonneſs, 

1 Pet. 2.11. Abſtain from fleſhly Iufts, which 
'warre agamn{t the foul. 

Nilus in Parzn Woe bets the fornicator and a- 
anlterer, for his garment is defiled and ſpotted, and 
the beavenly Bridegroom caſts him out from his chaſt 
auptials. 


A world of preſum>tuous and bainous offences do 
arile 
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ariſe and fpring from the filtby fountain of adulterduy - 


luſt, whereby the gate. of Heaven is (but, and poor 
man excluded from God.” Fe 

S. Greg. Mort. "Hence tbe fleſh Izves in ſenſual 
delights for a momept, but the immortal ſoul periſhab. 


forever. | 


- Lirft isa Brand of original fire; raKd up in the 
Embers of fleſh and blood, uncover'd by a natu-= 
ral inclination, blown by corrupt Communication, 
quencht with-faſting.and bumilzation ;- 1t is rak'd 


 upin the beft, uncaveted:in the megſt, .and bl»wn, 


in thee O my luftful ſoul, O turn thine ear from, 
the plearings of Nature, and make a Covenznt 
with thine eyes, Lect nat the language of Delilah: 
1achant_ thee, leſt the hands of the Phi/ijtians. 
ſurprize thee, Review thy-paſt pleaſures, with 
the charge and pains tho hadſtto compals them, 
and ſhew me, where's thy penny-worth 2 Fore- 
fee what puniſhments are prepar*d to meet thee; 
and tell me, what's thy parchaſe > Thou haſt 
barter'd away thy.God for a luſt; ſo\d thy eternity 
for a.trifle. If this bargain may he recall'd by 
teares, . diſſolve thee O my. ſoul. into.a ſpring of 
waters; rf toberevers'd with price, xeduee thy: 
whole eſtate into a Sack cloth and -an Af-tub, 
Thou whofe Liver hath (corch'd-in the flames of 
luſt, humble thy heart in the X{þ:s of Repen- 
tance: andas with Eſa thou haſt ſold thy Birth- 
right for Broth, ſo with Facob wreſtle by Prayer 
till thou get a bltfeng. | | 

Anonym. CGonfider well, haw empty thy pleaſure 
will be when it is paſt, - and thou cutteſi off the cheif 
ſtrength of the temptation, | | 

Sect. 11, Indeed you lived as if yo.1 ſaid thoſe 


words 
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( 57) 
words---- But ſtay, my fou], I fear thy reck=n. 
ing fails thee. If thou haſt judgment to diſcover, 
wit to bargain, Gold to employ, skill to manage, 
providence to diſpoſe z canſt thon command the 
Clouds to drop ? orifa wet (caſou meet thy har. 
veſt, and with open [luces overwhelm thy hopes, 
canſt thou let down the flood-gates, and ſtop the 
watry Flux 2 Canſt rhou command the Sxn to 
ſhine 2 Canſt thou forbid the Mildewes, or con- 
croll the breath of the malignant Faſt? Is not 
this Gods ſole Prerogative ? And hath not that 
God faid, VVhen the workers of iniquity doe flou- 
riſh,it 2s that they ſhall be deſtroyed for ever?PC;92.7. 
His Proofs. 

- Job 21.7. VVherefore do the wicked live,betome 
old, yea are mighty in power ? $, Their ſeed is -e= 
ftabliſhed in their fight, ond their off. ſpring before 
their eyes, ge. Their bouſes are ſafe from feare, 
neither 1s the wrath of God upon them. 10. Their 
Bull gendereth, and faileth not ; their Cow calveth, 
and caſteth not ber Calf, 1 1, They fend forth their 
little ones like a flock, and their children daunce. 
12. They take the Timbrel, and the Harp, and re- 
Joyce at the ſoxnd of the Organ. 17. They ſpend 
their dates in wealth, and in a moment they go down 
to the Grave, 

- Nil. in Parznef. VVoe be- to bim that purſues 
empty and fading pleaſures : becauſe in a ſhort time 
be fats and pampers himſelfe as a Calf 0 the 
ſlaughter. | 

Bernard. There's no miſery more true and veal, 
then falſe and cornnterfeit pleaſure. 

Hierom. 1s 292 onely difficult, but impoſſible, 
to bave Heaven here and | xcreafier z to live inc ones 
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al luſtr, and to attain ſpiritual bliſs; to paſs from 
one paradiſe to another; #0 be @ mirrour ef felicity 
in both worlds ; to ſhine with glorious rayes both in 
this globe of earth, and the orbe of Heaven. 

How ſweet a feaſt is till the reckgning come ! A 
fair day ends often in a cold night, and the road 
that's pleaſant ends in Hl, If worldly pleaſures 


bad the promiſe of continugnce, proſperity 


were ſome comfort z but in this neceflary 
viciſſitude of good andevil, the prolonging of ad- 
verſity ſharpens it. It is no common thing, my 
foul, to enjoy two Heavens: Dives found it 19 
the preſent, Lazarus in the future. Rath thy en- 
creaſe met with no damage ? thy reputation with 
no ſcandal,thy pleaſure with no croſs ? thy prof- 
perity with no adverſity * Preſume not ; Gods 
checks are ſymptomes of his mercy ; but his {1lence 
is the Harbinger of a judgement, Be circumſpe&t 
and provident my ſon]. Haſt thou a fair S:zmer? 
provide for a hard Winter : The worlds River 
 ebbs alone; it flows not : He that goes merrily 
with the ſtream, muſt bale up. Flatter thy (elf 
therefore no longer in thy profperows fin, O my 
deluded foul, bur be truly fenfible of thy own 
preſumption, Look ſeriouſly into thy approaching 
danger,and humble thy ſelf with true contrition. 


It thou procure ſowre berhs, God will provide 
ts Paſſeover, 


Sed.12. Imuſt confeſs I heard you often ſay--» 
O but my foul, I heara threatning voice, that 
interrupts my language. 

Elay. 5.22, Woe be to themth ghty 

«22, | 8s} are mighty to 
drink, Wine, EY 
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His Proofs. 

Prov. 20. 1. Wine is a mocker; ftrong drink ut 
raging 3 and whoſoever is deceived thereby ic not wiſe, 

Elay.5.11. Woe be to them that riſe up early in 
the morning to follow ſtrong drink , that continge till 
nght, unt} wine enflame them. 

Prov. 23. 20. Benot amon; ft Wine-bibbers. 

1.Cor. 5.1. Now Thave written unto you, not 
10 keep company z, if any that is called a brother be a 
drunkard., with ſuch a oze no not to eat, 

Aug. in lib. Pen. Whilſt the drunkgrd ſwallows 
wine, wine ſwallows bim ;, God difregards bim, An- 

els defpice him, men deride him. Virtue declines bim, 
the Devil d:ſtroyes bim. 

Aug. ad. fac. virg. Drunkenneſs is the mother 
of all evil, the matter of all miſcheif, the well-fpring 
of all vices,the trouble of the ſenſes the tempeſt of the 
tongue, the ſhipwrack, of chaſtity, the conſumption 
of time, a voluntary m idneſs, the corruption of man= 
ners,the diftemper of the body, and the deſtruQion of 
the ſoul. 
 MyCul, it is the voyce of God,digeſted intoa 
judgement, There is no kicking agaitilt Pricks, or 
arguing againſt a divine Trath, Pleadeſt thou 
Cujtome ? Cuſt ye in fin multiplies it; Pleadeſt 
thou ſoctety ? Society inthe offence azgravates the 
puniſhment : Pleadeſt thou help ro Invention F 
Wo be to that barrenneſs that wants ſuch ſhowers: 
Pleadeſt rhou ftrength to bear much Wine ? Foe 
to thoſe that are mighty to drink ftrong drink, My 
foul, thou haſt ſinned againſt thy Creator, in a bu- 
ling that Creacure he made to ſerve thec; Thott 
laſt finned againſt the Creatzre, in turning it to 
the Creators diſh»nour 3 Thou haſt lfinned againlt 
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thy ſelf, in making thy comfort thy confuſion, How 
many want that bleſſing thou baſt turn'd intoa 
curſe ? How many thriſt whiPſt thou ſrrfeiteſt ? 
What ſatisfaGion wilt thou give to the Creator, 
to the Creature, to thy ſelf, agznſt all whom thou 
haſt tranſgrelted? To thy ſelf, oy a ſober life; tg 
the creature, by a right uſe ; to thy Creator, by a 


true Repentance : the way tO all which is Prayer | 


and Thankggrving. x 
Sc&. 13. You remember we diſcourſed one 
day about a Sabbath Profanation----- and you 
faid-—-— But now I amin the everlaſting Sabbath 
that remaines for the people of Gqd, I hear that 


whoſoever doth any work on the Sabbath ſhall. 


be Cut off.,----- 
| Hrs Proofs. | 

Exod. 20.6,7,8. Remember to keep holy the Sab- 
beth day : fix daies ſhalt thou laborer and do all that 
then baft to do * but the ſeventh day,ec. 

Exod. 31.13,14+ Tee ſhall keep my Sabbath, for 
zt 1s boly unto you. Verily my Sabbaths thou ſhalt 
keep, for this is a ſign betwixt me and you, through- 
out your Generations. 

Luke 23.56. And they returned and prepared 
ſpices and oyntments, and reſted on the Sabbath day 
@.cordifg to the Commandement. 

Gregor, VVe ought upon the Lords day to ret 
from bodily labour, and wholly to addi our ſ+lves to 


| prayers ; that whztſoever hath hzen done am(ſe the 


weeke before, may upon the day of oxr Lords reſurre- 
Gon be exptated and purged by fervent pr ayers. 
Gvr. Alex, Sin zs the flore-hewſe of death and 
mſery, it kindles flames for its deareſt freends. 
Therefore whoſoever when he ſhould reſt from ſin,bu- 
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feth himſelf in the Gead and fruitleſs works of wick. 
edneſsand renouncing all piety luſts after ſuch things 
as will bring him ints eternal deftruGion and ever. 
laſting flames, ujtly deſerves to die and periſh with 
the damned; becauſe when he might have enjoy'd'a 

ous reſt, be labourcd to run hexdlong to bis own 
deſtruction. 

My ſoul how haſt thou profaned that day thy 
God hath ſanftihed ! how haſt thou encroached 
on that which heaven hath fer apart ! if thy im- 
patience Cannot att a Sabbath twelve bovres, what 
happineſs canſt thou expect ina perpetual Sab- 
bath ? Is {1x dayes too little for thy (elf,and two 
boures too much for thy God ? O my foul, how 
doſt thou prize temporals beyond eternals? ]s 
it equal that God, who gave thee a body, and fix 
dayes to provide for it, ſhould demand one day 
of thee, and be denyed it? How liberal a Recet- 
ver art thou, © and how miſerable a Requiter | But 
know, my ſoul, his Sabbaths are the Apple of his 
eye. He that hath power to vindicate — 
of it, hath threatned judgements to the breaker 
thereof, The God of mercy that hath mitigated 
the rigozr of it for charity ſake, will not diminiſh 
the honour of it for profanenels ſake. Forget not 
then my ſoul to remember his Sabb3ths, and re- 
member not to forget his judgements, lelt he for- 
get to remember thee in mercy. What thou haſt 
negleted, bewaile with contrition,and what thon 
haſt repented, for{ake with reſolution, and what 
thou haſt reſolved, ſtrengthen with devotion. 

Sea. 14. When you are charged with that 
Court-Sin of Lying and diflembling, methinks I 
rad your thoughts : 

> Nay 
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Nay if Religion be fo ſrit a Law, to bind my 
tongue to the neceſſity of A truth on all occaſions; 
at all times,and in all places, the gate 1s too ſtrait 
for me toenter ; or if the genera] rutes of down- 
right titith will admit no few exceptzons farewell 


all honeſt »tirth, farewell all trading, farewell the 7 


whole converſe betwixt man and man. If alwayes 


to ſpeak-pun&nal truth be the true Symptome ofa * | 


blefſed ſoul, Torr Tell-troth has a happy time, and 
fools and children are the only men. If zruth fir 
Regent, in what farthful breaſt ſhall ſecrets find 
repoſe? What Kingdome can be ſafe; What 
Commonwealth can be ſecure? What War can be 
ſucceſsful? What Stratagem can proſper? If 


| bloody times ſhould force Religzon to Gbroud it 


ſelf beneath my roof, upon demand, ſhall my 
falſe truth betray it > Or ſhallmy brothers life, 
or ſhall tny own be {eis'd upon through the cruel 
truth of niy downright confifi-n 2 or rather not 


. beſecured by a fair efficiows lye ? Shall the righte- 


ous Favorites of Egypts Tyrant, by vertue of 
a loudlie, fweeten out his joy, and heigthen up 
bs Gft affeftion with the Antiperiſtaſis of teares? 
and may T not prevaricate with a ſullen truth to 
fave a brothers life from a blood-thirſty hand ? 
Shall Facob and his too indulgent Mother con- 
ſpire male to purchaſe a paternal bleſſing in the 
falie name and habit of a ſupplanted Brother, and 
ſhall I queſtipn to preſerve the granted bleſſing of 
a life or livelibood with a harmleſs lie > Come, 
come, my foul, let not thy timerous conſczence 
check at ſuch poor things as theſe. So long as 


thy officious gye aymes at a Juſt end, alie 1s no of- 


tence; fo loag as tay perjurous lips confirttie 


nor 


end be Heaven , it matters not how full Gf | 
Hell thy juzrney be ; Divinity allowes it, Wile 
'thou condemn the Egyptian Midwifes for (aviio | 
the Infant Iſraelites by ſo mercyfula ie ? 1c; Fr: 
Martial execution 15 to be done, wilt thou fear to 
ball ? When hunger drives thee to the gates of bo 
death, wilt thou be afraid co ſteal? When cr] 
wars divide a Kingdome, with Mercuries decline 
alie ? No, circumſtances excxſe, as well as m3 
the lie. Had Ceſar, Scipio, or Alexander been re- 

'oulated by ſuch ffrif divinity, their names hal 
 beenas ſilent as their diff, A leis but a fir ue 
, of, the ſan@rary of a ſecret, the riddle of a lover, 


ference be ; Policy allows it. Ifthy « 
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the Stratagem of a Soulder, the policy of a State(- ' 
man, and a ſa/ve for many deſperate ſores. But Ek, 
bark, my ſoul, there*s ſomething rounds mine ſy 
ar, and calls my language tO a Iecantaiicn. The ft 
i Lord hath (pokea it, Lars ſhall b:ve ther part mr _ 6 
| the like web buernet) with fire & brimjione Re,21.8, iN 
H;s Proofs. 
Thow ſhalt not raiſe a falſe Report, Exod. 20. {5 
Lezit. 10. 1. Te ſhall ::9t aeal falſly, ncitherlie bo 
ome to another. LE 
Prov. 12. 22. Lying lips are aminationto the F, 
| : : is 
' | Lord: but they that deal rvaly ave bis delight. tt 
Prov. 19.5. He tbat ſpeaketh lies ſhall not efcape. F 
Epheſ. 4. 2.5. Px way lying, ind cvery one ſpeth, | 
irath with 1:55 Netpbomnr ; for me are mMomyers tt 
a avike.- | 
F:? "P a1 [ 
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( 64 ) 
Revel. 21. 27. There ſhall 7nno wiſe enter into 
the new Feruſalem any thing that worketh abeming. 
tion, or that makgth a lie, | 
What a child O my ſoul hath thy faiſe boſome 
harbour'd ! And what reward can thy indulgence 
expect from ſuch,a Father ? Whar bieiling canſt 
thou hope from Heaven,that pleadeſt for the Sm 
of the devil,and crucifieſt the Sox of God ? God 
is the Father of truth. To ſecure thy eſtate thou 
denyeſt the truth by framing of alze : To fave 
thy brothers life thou oppoſeſt the truth in jufſti- 
fyinga lie, Now tel me, O my foul, art thou 
worthy the name ofa Chrift:an, that denyelt and 
cppoſeſt the natzre of Chriſt ? Art thou worthy 
of Chriſt that preferreſt thy eſtate, or thy bro- 
thers [if before him? O my unrighteous ſoul,, | 
canſt thou hoJd thy brother worthy of death for | 
civing thee the lie, and thy ſelf guiltle(s that 
mak, ſt a lie ? 1, but ih ſome caſes truth deſtroyes | 
thy lite; alze preſerves it, My ſoul, was God | 
thy Creator ? then make not the devil thy pre- 
ferver, Wilt thou deſpair to trvft him with thy 
ife that gave 1t, . and make him thy ProteGor, that | 
ſeeks to deſtroy it ? Reform thee,and repent thee, 
O my ſoul ; hold not thy life on ſuch conditions, 
bur tr1{t thee to the hands that made thee. 

Sc. 15. And after all this you put me off, 
and ſay, Tellme no more cf faſting, prayer, aud 
death; They fill my tharghes with dumps of | 
meiancholy, Theſe are no {ubjeCts for a youthful. 
ee; 29 contemplations for an ative ſoul. Let | 
chem whom ſullen age hath weaned from aily ; 
plea'nres, whom wayward fortuze hath col- 
:mY.ito fighe; and g-oanes, whom fad diſcales 
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" have beſlaved to drugs and diets; let them con- 
ſame the remnant of their wretched daies in dull 
deyotion : Let them aftſiCt their aking ſouls with 
ice * theuntunable diſcourfes of mortality; let them 
inſt | contemplate on evil daies, & read ſharp letures 
Sm |. of their own experience. For me, my bones ate 
2d | ap of unttous marrow, & my blood of ſprickt- 
' * ]y youth. My faire and freeeftateſecnres from 
ave the feares of fortunes frown. My ſtrength of 
aſti- conftitution hath the power to grapple with ſor- 
hou | row, {ickneſs, nay the very pangs of death, and 
and ' overcome. T1s true, God mult be fought : What 
rthy  impious tongue dare be fo baſely bold to contra- 
bro- | dit ſo knowna truth 2 And by Referntarce too : 
| What ſtrange impiety dare deny it? Or what 
h for | preluwptuous lips dare diſavow it ? But there's 
that atime for all things, yet none preaxt for this, 
royes | no daydeligned; but, At what tim: ſoever. If my 
God | unſeafonable heart ſhould ſeek him now,the work 
pre- would be too ſerious for fo green a ſeeker. My 
h thy | thoughts are yet unſetle, my fancy yer too-t21 
-, that - | gameſome, my judement yetunivund, my VT! 
t thee, | unfanitihed. To ſeek him with an unprepared 
tions, | heart 15 the high way not to findehim; or to fin 
"3 bim with unſetled reſolution is the next way tr 
me off, | loſe him; and indeed it wants but little of pro- 
x, aud | phaneneſs,to be unſeaſnnablv religious, What is 
mps 93 | once to be done,is long to be deliberated.Ler tic 
»uchful; ]-boyling pleaſures of che rebellious fleſh evapo- 
11. Let | natea little,and let me drain my boggy ſoulfrom 
2m airy - thoſe corrupted inbred hum>2rs of collapſed na- 
þ con- | tare,and when the tender blofforze of my youth- 
diſcales | ful vanity ſhall begin to fads, my ſerie] under- 
bas © | fandjng will begin to knot, my ſolid pudgement 
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willbegin toripen, my rightly guided VVill be 
reſolved,both what to ſeek,and when to find,and | 
how to prize : till then my tender youth, in her 
purſuit, will be diſturb'd with every blaſt of ho. 
nour,diverted with every flaſh of pteaſure,miſled | 
by counſel, turned back with fear, puzled with 
doubt, interrupted by paſſion, withdrawn with 
proſperity, and diſcourag'd with adverſity, * * 

Take heed my ſoul: when thou haſt loſt thy 
ſe]f in thy journey, how wilt thou tind thy God 
at thy journeys end 2? whom thou haſt loſt by too 
long delay, thou wilt hardly find with too atea 
diligence. Take time while time ſhall ſerve : that 
day may come wherein, Tho ſhalt ſeek the Lora, 
brt ſhalt not find him. Hoſ.5.6. 

| His Proofs. 

Efay.55.6. Scek the Lord while be may be founs, | 
call upon him while be is near. ' 

Heb. 12. 17. He found no place for repentance; | 
thouzh be ſought it with teares carefilly. 

Luke 12.20. Thow fool, this night thy ſoul hai 
be required of thee, ; 
Revel.2.21. F gave ber a ſpace to repent, but fe 

re; ented not:vevold therefore T will caji ber,&c. 

_ Omy fou}, thou haſt ſought wealth, and haſt 
either not found it, or cares with it : thou halt | ; 
tonght for pleaſure, and haſt found it, but n> 
comport 18 it; Thou ſouchteſt borer, and haſt 
found it, and perchance fallen with it : Thou 
ſonghreſt þzendſhip,and heft found it falſe ; focict | 
and hait found ic 242in, And yet thy God, the 
fonntain A all wealth, pleaſure, honour, friead- | 
fhip ail (ociety, thou hoſt thohred as a toy not 
worth the Indins, BY wife, my ſou), 2:d bun 
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at thy own folly. Set thy delires on the right obje. 
Seek wiſdome, and thou ſhalt find knowledge.and 
wealth, and honour, and length of dayes. Seek 
beaven, and earth ſhall ſeek thee; and deferre nor 
thy Inqueſt, leſt thou looſe thy opportenity. To day 
thou mayeft find him whom to morrow thou may= 
eſt ſeek with tears, and muſs. Teſterday is too late 
to morrow 3s uncertain,to day 1s only thine, ] but 
my ſoul, I fear me too long delay hath made this 
day to0 ate. Fear not my ſoul, he that has given 
thee his Grace to day will forget thy negle(i of 
zefterdey : {eek him therefore by true repentance, 
and thou ſhalt find him in thy Prayer. 

Sc, 16. Andat laſt you throw away all, and 
ſay they are yuur own words Will Boanerges 
never ceale? And will theſe Plagye-denouncers 
never leave tothunder judgments i my tremb- 
ling eare? Nothing but plagzes 2. Nothing but 
judgments ? Nothing but damnation ? What have 
I done to make my caſe deſperate ? And what 
have they not done tn make my ſoul deſpaire? 
Have I (et up falſe Gods like the Egzptians ? Or 
have I bowed before them like the Iſraelites ? 
Havel violated the Sabbath like the Libertines ? 
Or,like curſed Ch:m, havel diſcovered my Fa- 
thers nakedneſs ? Have 1 embrued my hands in 
blood like Barabbas ? Or like Abſolor defiled my 
Fathers Bed? Have I like Facob ſupplanted my 
eider brother ? Or like Abb intruded into N2- 
bals Vineyard ? Bavel born falſe witneſs like the 
wanton Elders ? Or like David coveted Uriabs 
wite? Have I not oiven Tithes ofall } have? Or 
bath my purſe been hide bannd to my bunery 


- brother ? Hath not my Gfe been blamcleſs befor © 
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(6) 
men? and my demeanowur unreproveable before the 
World ? Have I not hated Vice with a perfet 
hatred? and countenanc'd vertxe with a due re- 
ſpe&t? What mean theſe ftri& obſervers of my like A 
ro ranſack every aCtion, to carpe at every word, | 
& with their ſharp cenſor10us tongues toſentence 
every frailty with damnation ? Is there no allow. 
ance to hamanity? No Graines to fleſh and blood? * | * 
Are weall Angels ? Has mortality no priviledge 
ro ſuperſede it from the utmoſt punuhment of a 
little neceſſary frailty ? Come, come, my ſou),let | 
not theſe judgement-thunders fright thee : Let not 
theſe Qualmes of their exbuberant zeal diſturb 

9 
| 


I 4. 
» 8 


thee. Thou haſt not curſed Ike Shimez nor 
 raiPd lize Rabfhekahb, norlied like Ananias, nor 
flander*d like thy accxſers. They that cenſure thy 
Gnats ſwallowed their own Camels. What iftke 
luxuriant ſtile of thy diſcourſe do chance to ſtrike 
upon an-obvious Ozth, art thou ſtraight hurried 
into the boſome of a Plague 2? What if the cuſtome 
ofa harmleſs Oath ſhould captivate rhy heedleſs 
tongue,can nothing under ſudden judgement feize 
upon thee ? What if anothers diffidexce ſhould 
force thy earneſt lips into a haſty Qath, in cor 
firmation of a ſuffering truth ; muſt thou be 
ſtraight-wayes branded with damnation ? Was 
Foſepb mark*d for everlaſting death, for {wear- 
mg by the life of Ez ypts King > Was Peter when 
he fo denied his Maſter , ſtraight damn tor 
ſwearing, and forfwearing ? O flatter not thy ſelf 
my foul, nor tura thou A4vocate to fo high a bin : ? 
'* Makenotthe lips of Saints a precedent for thee | 
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then the threatning of the Spirit which faith, The 
Plague ſhall not depart from the houſe of the ſwearex, 
His Proofs. 

Exod.20.7. Then ſhalt not take the name of ihe 
Lord thy God in vaine; for the Lord will not bold 
him guiltlefſe that taketh bis Name in vaine, 

Zach.5.3. And every one that ſweareth ſpall be 
cut off. 

Math. 9.34. Sweare not at all, neither by Heaven, 
for it is Gods Throne, nor by the Earth, for it is his 
foot t,ol : But let your communication be Tea, yea, 
Nay, nay ; for whatſoever 1s more then theſe cometh 
of evil, - Jer.23.10. Becauje of ſwearing the Land 
mourneth, 

O what a judgment is here ! how terrible ! how 
full of Execution ! The Plague ? the extradt of 
all diſeaſes ! none ſo mortal}, none ſo comfort- 
leſle! It makes our houſe a Priſon, our friends 
ſtrangers, No comfort but in the expeQation of 
the Months end. I, bur this jt:dgment excludes 
that comfort too; The Plagze ſhall never depart 
from the houſe of the ſwearer, What never ? Death 
will give it a period. No, but it ſhall be entail'd 
upn his Houſe, his Family. O deteſtable ! O 
deſtruftive ſta ! tliat leaves a Crofle upon the 
doores of Generations, and layes whole Fami- 
lies upon the duft, A {in whereto neither Profit 
ncites, nor pleaſure a[Jures, nor necellity com- 


' Pls, nor inclination of nature perſwades; a 


meer velutary,begun with a malignant imitation, 
and continued with an bakituall preſumption. 
Coniider, O my ſonle, every O.zth hath been a 
myle to wound that Saviorr whoſe bloog ( 0 
mercy avove expeſton ) mit fave ors If 
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ſenfible of thy 4&ions and his frfferings : Ab. 
horre thy ſelfe in Duſtand Afhes, and magnifie 
his mercy that hath turned this judgement from 
thee. Goe walh thoſe wounds which thou haft 
made with teares,and humble thy (elf with pray. 
cr, and true repentance. 


If we could ſee below 
The ſphere of virtue, and each ſhining grace 
As plainly as that above doth ſhow ; 
This were the better sky, the brighter place. 
God hath made Stars the Foil 
To ſet off virtues, griefs to ſet off {inning : 
Yet inthis wretched world we toil, 
As if grief were not foal, nor virtye winning. 
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